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Here Comes Church — “In the know”

Interested in serving at Elevation Church: See: www.elevationchurch.cc

Please consider joining an eGroup (small group) so you don’t have to walk this walk alone — See
www.elevationchurch.cc. The “e” stands for empowerment - because getting the instructions from
God without having the empowerment to live them out will frustrate you. These groups are our way
of putting some very wonderful people in front of you feed you spiritually.

Stay out of “isolation silos” - you are an easy target for the enemy — and you don’t have the benefit of
friends to support you. Embrace the power of numbers.

Interested in leading an eGroup? See: www.elevationchurch.cc

Don’t over-think it — Invite someone to church — “Who do you know that is close to you that is far
from God?”

Pastor Furtick’s motivational video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ggpgkVMn_o

What are your Gr8ful eight?

Elevation Nights 2025: Elevation Nights is coming your way soon - Fort Worth - Tulsa Oklahoma -
Pennsylvania - Toronto - Detroit - Hartford Connecticut — Newark NJ - Washington DC — The dates are
February 25th through March 6th.



http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gqpqKVMn_o
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The story of Samson — See Book of Judges, chapters 13-16.
Samson was an Israelite warrior and judge who fought the Philistines for 20 years.

* Samson was born to barren parents, Manoah and his wife, after an angel appeared to them. The angel told them that their
child would dedicated to God from birth and would save the Israelites.

* Samson was given superhuman strength by God, which came from his uncut hair. He used his strength to perform many
incredible feats

* Samson was betrayed by his lover Delilah, who was sent by the Philistines to discover his weakness. She tricked him into
cutting his hair while he was sleeping and then turned him over to the Philistines.

* Samson was forced to mill grain in Gaza City by the Philistines. While there, his hair began to grow back, and he was able to
regain his strength. He then miraculously brought down the pillars of the temple of Dagon, killing himself and thousands of
Philistines.
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Judges 15:14-20 - God brings Samson victory with a jawbone.

Samson’s Vengeance on the Philistines

15 Later on, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat and went to visit his wife. He said, “I'm going to my wife’s
room.” But her father would not let him go in. 2 “l was so sure you hated her,” he said, “that | gave her to your companion. Isn’t
her younger sister more attractive? Take her instead.” 3 Samson said to them, “This time | have a right to get even with the

Philistines; | will really harm them.”

4 So he went out and caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair o f
tails, 5 lit the torches and let the foxes loose in the standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the shocks and standing grain,
together with the vineyards and olive groves. 6 When the Philistines asked, “Who did this?” they were told, “Samson, the
Timnite’s son-in-law, because his wife was given to his companion.”

So the Philistines went up and burned her and her father to death. 7 Samson said to them, “Since you’ve acted like this, | swear
that | won’t stop until | get my revenge on you.” 8 He attacked them viciously and slaughtered many of them. Then he went
down and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam. 9 The Philistines went up and camped in Judah, spreading out near Lehi. 10 The
people of Judah asked, “Why have you come to fight us?” “We have come to take Samson prisoner,” they answered, “to do to
him as he did to us.” 11 Then three thousand men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to Samson,
“Don’t you realize that the Philistines are rulers over us? What have you done to us?” He answered, “I merely did to them wh at
they did to me.”

12 They said to him, “We’ve come to tie you up and hand you over to the Philistines.” Samson said, “Swear to me that you
won’t kill me yourselves.” 13 “Agreed,” they answered. “We will only tie you up and hand you over to them. We will not kill
you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and led him up from the rock. 14 As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came
toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the
bindings dropped from his hands. 15 Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men.
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Judges 15:14-20 - God brings Samson victory with a jawbone.
Samson’s Vengeance on the Philistines
16 Then Samson said,
“With a donkey’s jawbone
| have made donkeys of them.
With a donkey’s jawbone
| have killed a thousand men.”
17 When he finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi.[b]
18 Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the Lord, “You have given your servant this great victory. Must | now die of thirst
and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 19 Then God opened up the hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it. When

Samson drank, his strength returned and he revived. So the spring was called En Hakkore, and it is still there in Lehi.

20 Samson led Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines.
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1 Corinthians 4:7 - All of our gifts and talents are from God.

6 Now, brothers and sisters, | have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the
meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.” Then you will not be puffed up in being a follower of one of us over
against the other. 7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did
receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?
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Matthew 25:14-29 - If God gave it, do something with it.

9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At
that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and
deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm
to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.

15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’spoken of through the prophet
Daniel—let the reader understand — 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop
go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in
those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21
For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.

22 “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At
that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!” or, ‘There he is!” do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, | have told you ahead
of time.
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Pastor Tyson Coughlin from Charlotte-based Vizion Church - “Prayerful Instructions” — “Prayer is a
labor of love - prayer is a crying out a desperation - a passionate pleato the maker of heaven and
Earth — stop praying halfhearted - half convincing prayers - put your whole heart into it. If your heart
feels numb - and you feel disconnected from other people's pain - and need then have a vulnerable
conversation with God - pray this: Lord create in me a new heart restore a right spirit within me - help
me Lord to love my neighbor as | love myself God - help me to love like you love - and that is a prayer
God will answer - and it might not happen immediately - butin time - God will begin to align your
hearts - and you'll begin to be sensitive and passionate and care about the needs of other people.”
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11/17/2024 Elevation Church Prayer: “When you refocus, God refills.” Where do you need to be
refilled in your life? Where are you distracted and need to refocus on God? We pray that we all
experience God’s refreshing and refilling this week. We pray that God will help us and guide us to
refocus totally on Him. We pray that we will be able to trust that God is working through every battle

and victory we face, even when we don’t see Him..”
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Part 1: Detailed sermon notes
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024

Sermon Highlights

Take care of what God gave you—the One who gave it also expects you to guard it.
You are much more than your gift and your glitch.

The worst weapon with God is better than the best weapon without Him.

Which weapon is the best? The one you’ve got!

When it starts with God, it ends in victory; when it starts with me, it ends in defeat.
When you refocus, God refills.

Scriptures

Judges 15:14-20 - God brings Samson victory with a jawbone.
1 Corinthians 4:7 - All of our gifts and talents are from God.
Matthew 25:14-29 - If God gave it, do something with it.

Sermon Discussion

Pastor Steven shared about a Bible his father-in-law gave him that he would never sell. Share about a gift you’ve received that isn’t worth
much but is invaluable to you.

“The worst weapon with God is better than the best weapon without Him.” When has God equipped you with something unexpected that
helped you overcome a challenge?

“God gave it to me." Where do you need to be reminded of this today?

“When it starts with God, it ends in victory; when it starts with me, it ends in defeat.” Where have you experienced victoryin your life that
could only have been from God?

“Take care of what God gave you —the One who gave it also expects you to guard it.” What are some things that God has given you that you
need to protect for what He’s called you to? (ex. A dream, a gift, a passion)

“You are much more than your gift and your glitch.” What gift or glitch do you need this reminder over? Prayer: In Pastor Steven’s prayer at
the end, he said, “You keep praising while God keeps producing.” What can you praise God for right now- in the hard place? Pray to

see the help more than the hard thing this week- and that we would experience God’s peace as we take small steps to open our hand:
and trust Him.
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024
Detailed sermon notes:

Elevation Nights 2025: Elevation Nights is coming your way soon - Fort Worth we're coming your way February 25th - Tulsa Oklahoma we're coming
your way - Pennsylvania get ready - Toronto woo - Detroit we've never been to your city - it's going to be awesome - Hartford Connecticut — Newark NJ -
Washington DC — The dates are February 25th through March 6th.

| want to take you over to Judges, chapter 15, for just a moment.

There is a classic rock radio host | listen to and he has a segment called "Bands That Should Have Been Huge But Weren't." | think one day I'll get to do a
series called "Bible Stories That Should Have Been Huge But Weren't." This is one of those. I've never preached it before on a Sunday.

| was privileged to share it with some leaders a year and a half ago, and today | would like to share it with you, prayerfully, that God would open your
heart as | open my mouth, and that he would open the heavens over your life and your home to speak to you exactly what you need for the challenges
you face.

Judges 15:14-20. We're going to talk about Samson for a moment today. Not that story. Not the one where he got his hair cut off and lost his strength
and Popeye didn't eat his spinach. Not the cartoon part.

You know, we cartoonize these Bible characters. We kind of make them like these mythical figures, but the only real hero in the Bible is Jesus.
Everybody else we study is human. We love that, because they do heroic things, but they have human tendencies. If | looked long enough at your life,
I'm sure I'd find some heroic things, some amazing accomplishments, some incredible characteristics about your life, your kindness, the way you love,
and the way you are used by God.

But if | looked a little bit closer, I'm sure | would find some human tendencies.

Even these singers behind me. Don't let the fact that they sing like angels fool you, because all of us, whether we preach or sing or parent, have deeply
heroic capacities and deeply human instincts. Samson, of course, is used as a model for that. But | want to tell you about something in his life today that
you've probably never heard about before. The Bible says in Judges 15:14, "As he approached Lehi, the Philistines..." That was the enemy he was
delivering Israel from. “...came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him." Let's note something really quickly. It says the
Philistines (plural) came toward him (singular). So he's outnumbered. He's outmatched. He's outmanned. So, whatever is going to happen, if he's going
to survive it, it is going to have to be supernatural. Somebody in here is looking

at something running toward you in your life right now, and for you to survive it, something supernatural is going to have to happen. Well, the Spirit of
the Lord came powerfully upon him. "The ropes on his arms became like charred flax..." | didn't even see a fire. Some of the stuff God does to set you
free you won't see; he'll just do it. You won't even see the fire, but he'll free you. "...and the bindings dropped from his hands." What was God doing? He
was freeing him for the fight. God is freeing you for the fight. Not from the fight. You've still got to fight, but you're going to have two free hands to do it
with and the Spirit of God. Now look at verse 15. He has two free hands, but he needs a weapon. The Bible says, "Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey,
he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men. Then Samson said, 'With a donkey's jawbone | have made donkeys of them. With a donkey's jawbone |
have killed a thousand men.""
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024
Detailed sermon notes:

Samson has a little rap career over there on SoundCloud. Now listen to this. This is crazy. "When he finished speaking..." When he finished killing a
thousand enemies...one man...with a donkey's jawbone. Here's a little diss track to the Philistines..."When he finished [that] he threw away the
jawbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi." Which means Jawbone Hill. Really creative guy, Samson. "Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to
the Lord, 'You have given your servant this great victory. Must | now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised? [Into the hands of my
enemy? Into the hands of these Philistines?]"

The Bible says, "Then God opened up the hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it. When Samson drank, his strength returned and he revived. So
the spring was called En Hakkore, and it is still there in Lehi. Samson led Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines."

The last several weeks, I've been in a little spontaneous series. | didn't even realize it was a series when | started it off. Many of the things you start on in
your life, God doesn't show you what they are until you get through them, so don't give up. | preached a few weeks ago a sermon called God an Use
This Too. That was the first week. Then the next week | came back and talked about how God Will Work It In. We were surprised, because we were
expecting to hear, "God will work it out," but we realized that a lot of times the external conflict in our lives is not God's primary priority; it is our
character. We realized he is building us up on the inside so that whatever he blesses us with, we will be able to accommodate that blessing. God will
work it in. Anything that is shocking or surprising to you in your life does not have that same effect on God. He has seen whatever it is you're dealing
with before, and he uses all of those things for his purpose. Then last week, | had a really good time talking about God's Got the Hard Part, just to
remind you that when you get there, God might have already done the thing you thought you were going to have to do that kept you from wanting to
show up. I just thought of this example when the women went to the tomb, and they were like, "Who's going to roll the stone away? We're not strong
enough for that." When they got there, they found out God dispatches angels in advance of your arrival. The angel had already rolled the stone, and
they were like, "Oh! God already did that." "Oh! I could have just relaxed and enjoyed the journey. Oh! | didn't have to stress about that so much,
because God's got the hard part." Well, these are three statements you can make whenever you find yourself in a fight, wherever that fight breaks out. |
talked earlier about how you're freed up to fight. Well, | believe you sometimes also have to have some faith statements to fight with. These three
things are powerful tools. So when the Enemy says to you, "l can't do this," and you get that thought in your head, and you say, "l can't do this..." That's
the Devil talking, but he's just using your voice to do it. You're saying, "l can't do this," so you just remind him, "God's got the hard part." Or when
something comes up...it just pops up, and you didn't see it coming...you say, "Oh, God will work it in." Then when something happ ens that you didn't
want to happen, you just say, "Oh, God can use this too, the good and the bad, the happy and the sad, the emotions | want and the emotions | can't get
counseling to cast out. God can use this too."

Today | want to give you a fourth statement. The title of my sermon is God Gave It to Me. Say that out loud. "God gave it to me." And don't say it
timidly, like you have to be shy about it. Look at your neighbor and say, "God gave it to me." Ask them, "Do you like my hair? God gave it to me. If you
think | ought to have more, take it up with him. He gave me the follicles he gave me. God gave it to me."

Page 13
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024
Detailed sermon notes:

This view toward life will keep you from becoming prideful, because you will realize that even the things you are good at are things that came from grace
and were grown by God. You will never boast again in a gift that God gave you, because if it was a gift, what are you bragging about? If it was a gift, then
why would you feel puffed up? I'll show you a Scripture about this.
In 1 Corinthians 4:7, the church was fighting about different leaders. They liked this leader and that leader and this preacher and that preacher. Paul
asked a series of three questions. First Corinthians 4:7: "For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive?
And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?"
Tell your neighbor, "You're not that smart." The idea you had... That hurt your feelings a little bit? You felt like I'm attacking your 1Q? No, I'm just saying
there's a difference between a good idea and a God idea, and the ones that really change our lives are the ideas that come from God. How many know
God can give you one idea that can revolutionize your company? One idea, one person to reach out to who can help you with the challenge you're
dealing with that you don't know who to ask about. God can give you one idea that can result in a brand-new path for your life. So we learn to value
what God gives.
It's different when God gives it. | would share with you before we talk about Samson briefly is when Jesus told his disciples, "I'm leaving you
physically, but I'm giving my peace to you internally. And | do not give as the world gives." What does that mean? They can't take it away because
they didn't put it there. So, nobody can steal your peace without your permission. Nobody can ruin your day unless you turn the responsibility over
to them.
The Bible says, "This is the day that the Lord has made." So, the one who gave you the day, the one who put you in this moment of your life, the one
who gave it to you, also expects you to guard it, to guard what you have been given. It is so important that the gifts God has put inside of you, the
ways he has blessed you, the things he has put in your life and called you a steward over, that you take care of what God gave you.
"You take care of the car | gave you. Take care of it. Clean that thing up. | gave it to you. | know you paid a little bit of it, but | paid most of it, so take
care of what | gave you." The Bible I'm preaching from today... First of all, it's very big, and secondly, it's very special.
This Bible belonged to my father-in-law. He had it for 20 years. (He's still living. It sounded like | was doing his funeral for a minute there, didn't it?) | told
him over and over again | would go sneak and read this Bible at his house, because he was a pastor for 20 years, and he put every note he ever preached
from in this Bible. | would go down there and steal sermons. | would go in his basement and flip through pages and steal ser mons and outlines from
him, because they're all there in the margin. | don't know if you can see that. It's very special to me. You couldn't buy this Bible from me, because a
couple of Christmases ago he said, "You don't have to wait for me to die. I'll just give it to you now. That way you'll pray for me to stay alive longer." And
he gave it to me. So, if you want a Bible today here at church, we will give you one. We have them to give to you for free, but not this one. You can't
have this one because it was given to me. It has the same words as the free one on the phone, but it was given to me, so it's different. So don't offer me
$100. You can't have it. Don't offer me $1,000. You can't have it. If you get to $10,000, we can talk. Maybe you just copy the notes and you take the Bible
and | take the wisdom. But I'm saying it would take a lot. There is a number. Oh, there's a number. But this one is different because of who gave it to me.
Page 14
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024
Detailed sermon notes:

Sometimes | worry about you, because I think you give stuff away too cheap that was given to you by somebody really important. | see you giving
away your dignity sometimes just to defend a political position. You would give away your dignity, your respect, your kindness, and the fruit of the
Spirit, which is love, to come down to a hateful level that was dictated by a cancerous culture? You would give away your healthy heart to engage in
a hellish debate?

| just want to say this isn't a political message, but Jesus gave us unity as his church. So let's not let a devil divide us over stupid stuff when it took his
precious blood to bring us together. It's different when it's given. If we're just unified over some good ideas... This is what is remarkable to me about the
story of Samson. He represents a flawed figure who was given at a specific time in history to deliver a people from their sin.

One of the interesting things about Samson is that from his very birth he was different. | don't know if you know this about Samson, because all we ever
talk about is how Delilah cut his hair off and he was a dummy and he shouldn't have done that.

Just like we do with everybody, by the way. We just summarize their whole life down to one thing, either their gift or their glitch. Glitch one time and we
will write your biography with one sentence on your one glitch. On the other hand, we are just as good at deifying people for what they do well. So we
will call you a singer...This dude Instagram messaged me one time. (I just told y'all not to get caught up in this stuff, but sometimes | do.) | was singing a
song that | wrote, and he said, "Preachers preach. Singers sing. Stick to preaching, Steven." | wanted to tell him what he could do with that comment,
because you don't get to tell me what to do with the song God put in my heart. It's different when it's given. (Now I'm up here carnal, and | need to pray
just to reset the whole tone of the auditorium through the Holy Spirit.)

Let me encourage you with this. Never let anybody identify you with your gift or with your glitch, because you are so much more than both of those. You
are so much more than addict. You are so much more than that. You are so much more than organist or guitarist. You are so much more than mom.
Don't even let your kids narrow your life down to the one thing you do for them, because you are so much more than that.

Married couples, quit being your kids' administrative assistant before you're each other's spouses. You end up without a marriage, and they left your
house and don't even come see you when they go. Don't let people shrink you down to one thing.

God Gives Great Callings To Flawed People - | love Samson because he gives me hope to know that God gives great callings to flawed people. He
delivered Israel from the Philistines for 20 years, and he flirted with the Philistines that he delivered them from. As a matter of fact, when | read you the
passage in Judges, chapter 15, | didn't get to tell you much of the background, to flash back to all of the things that led Samson here, but in fact, it was
his insistence to go get a Philistine wife that caused this issue to begin with. His parents warned him against it. His parents tried to dissuade him from it,
but he had to have this Philistine girl. The problem with it was he liked what God had given him to fight. He liked the Philistine, but the Philistines were
the ones he was called to fight against.
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024
Detailed sermon notes:

So now | understand in my life the complication of my desires. Some of the things God has called me to do and be effective in will be wrapped up in
things | struggle with. Some of the things God will call me to make my contribution in will be wrapped up in the things | am in constant conflict with. This
was the case with Samson. So, he marries this woman who's - a Philistine. His parents said, "I'm telling you, this is not going to end well," and it didn't,
because she was given to another man in marriage while Samson as away. When Samson found out about that, he was very angry, and since Samson
was very impulsive, and since Samson was very innovative...Oh yeah. He was both. He was impulsive and innovative. | can be both things at once.
Innovative, impulsive Samson found 300 foxes, tied their tails together, found a match, and set their tails on fire. This is in your Bible, the Bible that you
say is boring, the Bible that you don't read enough. This is the greatest Bible story you've never heard before. He takes 300 fox tails, ties them together,
lights the tails on fire, and sends them running through the fields of the Philistines. He destroys their fields. The Philistines hear about what Samson did.
They send their army to Samson's ex-wife's house and burn the house down. Samson is mad about that. They're mad at him. They're looking for
Samson. They come to the people of Judah. They say, "We want Samson." They say, "You want Samson? We'll give you Samson. We'd rather you take
Samson than take us," because when it comes down to it, we're all kind of selfish in our hearts. So they come to Samson, and they tie him up and turn
him over. As he's walking down to the Philistines, we come upon chapter 15, verse 14, that | read to you a moment ago where the Bible says that
suddenly the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson.

When the Spirit of the Lord came on Samson, the ropes that were holding him became weak. Because of the Spirit of the Lord, he was stronger than
what bound him. Because of the Spirit of the Lord, he was free from what held him. Because of the Spirit of the Lord, the thing that restrained him
one moment had to release him the next. When the Spirit of the Lord comes on your life, you might be surprised what you can do that you couldn't
do before you knew to call on God. The strength Samson needed to break the ropes in the passage was given to him from God.

He didn't break those ropes with muscles; he broke those ropes with God. You didn't break those ropes with muscles; you broke those ropes with God. |
mean, just to realize how much God has done in your life is reason enough to come to church every Sunday, because a whole week passes, and you
don't remember what he released you from.

A whole week passes, and you don't remember what he redeemed you from. A whole week passes, and you are so consumed by the next struggle that
you didn't even give credit for the last blessing. So, Samson is now free to fight, and there are a thousand Philistines coming at him. He has two hands,
but he's only one man, so he needs a weapon.
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Elevation Church Sermon - “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024
Detailed sermon notes:

We all need weapons from time to time. | just want to ask a question, Elevation Church. | want to ask a question to everybody online. Of all of the
weapons God could have put in Samson's path, if Samson had been given the option to select a weapon, do you think he would have chosen this one?
Read again in Judges 15:15. | love how the Bible says it like it makes sense, but it doesn't make any sense. "Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he
grabbed it and struck down a thousand men." With no explanation of how one jawbone in the hands of one hot-tempered man killed a thousand men.
There is no nuance given to it. There is no mention of his prowess or his skill. Thereis no talk of his training, that when he was a little boy he used to
practice with jawbones of donkeys. He always had a thing for donkeys ever since he was little. When they would talk about donkeys in elementary
school, he was drawn to donkeys. Since he was a little boy, he always had a thing for donkeys, a fascination with donkeys...the curvature of their
jawbones, specifically, the density of their jawbones. It was absolutely incredible. So, if Samson would have been able to select a weapon, don't you
think he would have selected a better one than the jawbone of a donkey? Let's just name a few, just off the top of your head. | know you didn't study
Judges 15 this week, but just work with me for a moment. What would be a better weapon that existed in this time? | have to clarify or you all will be
shouting out all kinds of illegal stuff. But something that existed in this time. Yeah, a spear would have been better. Definitely, I'd rather stab them with a
spear than hit them with the jawbone of a donkey. A sword? Yeah, I'd rather have a sword. If | have to fight a thousand Philistines, I'd rather fight them
with a sword. What else? A slingshot? Yeah, | kind of like that too, because then you could keep your distance. Right? That way you can know they're
coming. That way there's no...I mean, the jawbone of a donkey.
This is bloody. You say, "The Bible doesn't say it was bloody." Yes, it does. Look at verse 15 again. Did you see it? It said he found the jawbone of a
donkey, but not just any jawbone. Yeah, it's a fresh jawbone of a donkey. Oh, well, that makes it better. Think about this. It's a thousand of them and
one of me, and | have the jawbone of a donkey, but at least it's fresh. At least it's a fresh one. At least it's not a dry one. At least it's not brittle. If it was
adry one, it would be brittle, and if it was brittle, it would break. But the Bible says that Samson, with a thousand Philistines shouting at him and running
toward him and his life on the line... He needs something in this moment, and his hands are free, but he has no weapon for the fight he didn't expect.
Who am | preaching to today? You have no weapon in your hand for the fight you didn't expect, and added to this, the one you found is not the one
you would have chosen if you had been asked about what weapon to fight with. But God says... And | don't care about what they say. But God says...
And | don't care about what your mind says. But God says... And | don't care about what the economy says. But God says... And | don't care about
what your background is. But God says... And | don't know how big they are. God says the worst weapon with him is better than the best one
without him. So, I'd rather have a jawbone of a donkey than a semiautomatic weapon. If God is with the donkey, I'll take the donkey every time.
Give me that jawbone! It's not the best weapon, but it's a fresh weapon. It's not the best weapon, but it's the one | have.
| used to come home telling Holly all the time, "I don't know if I'm equipped to be a pastor. | don't know if I'm good at being a pastor. | don't know if |
know enough to be a pastor. | don't know if | have experience enough to be a pastor. | just don't know if I'm the pastor that people need." She would say,
"Well, you're the one we've got." Which weapon is the best? The one you've got. Which one is the best? The one you've got. Look at your kids today and
tell them, "l know | might not be the best at this raising you. | might not be the parent you would have picked, but I'm the one you've got."
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I might be a donkey, but | have a destiny, and God made me to be this in your life right now. So | feel kind of confident about it, because | feel kind of
like it doesn't have to look like much to do alot. | feel kind of like it doesn't have to be that impressive to be effective. That's what the donkey's
jawbone teaches me. It's effective even though it isn't impressive.
Samson. Impressive. | even brought my preaching folder today. | put my notes in this folder that | bought from a thrift store in honor of Samson. All that
baby oil. The Ultimate Warrior. Y'all don't know nothin'. Don't make me start calling on the Lord.
| was trying to make a list. | was thinking about how... Okay. This is going to be really corny, but if It Starts With God Vs Me - I'm going to try to do it. The
Ultimate Warrior. That was a wrestling character from back in our day. | know wrestling is fake, and men in tights, and all that grosses you out, and all
that, but some of us love it. We don't know why we love it. We don't even admit that we love it sometimes. It's an ultimate expression of masculinity.
Anyway, we would think of Samson as being a warrior with weaknesses, and we would say that he accomplished great things externally, although he
battled with greater things internally. We would know that the story of Samson ends in a crushing defeat for his own life.
| want to point something out to you from this passage. When it starts with God, it ends in victory. When it starts with me, it ends in defeat. Now
take that and apply it over your day, over your business venture, over your relationship. I'll say it again. If it starts with God...your day, your career,
your relationship...it ends in victory, even if it goes through seasons of defeat. So, if it started with God, there may be a season of defeat (a silent
Saturday, a bloody cross), but it will end in victory (an empty tomb).
The sad thing about Samson is that he was born supernaturally. His mother's womb was barren. An angel came to his mother and said, "You're going to
have a baby." Her husband wasn't there. When he came back, she said, "An angel just told me I'm going to have a baby." He was like, "What angel? Who
came and told you you're going to have a baby?" The angel came back and said, "You're going to have a baby, and because this child is special, protect it.
God is giving you this child, and this child is not just given to you; this child is going to be given to the whole nation. This child is going to do amazing
things. So you need to raise this child in a very special way because he is given."
It's different when it's given. When something is given by God, it must be guarded. Here we see Samson doing something amazing with a donkey's
jawbone. It's amazing what he did, but it's ridiculous what he does next. You would think that after seeing such an incredib le intervention of God, such a
sovereign display of the strength of God..."Hey, a minute ago | couldn't even use my hands, and now I'm looking at a thousand dead Philistines, and I'm
still breathing." You would think he would praise God, but Samson does something so stupid. | do it too, and you do it too. After Samson won a great
victory... Some of you are in here, and you have won a great victory. You have seen God do amazing things in your life, but here comes the mistake.
Verse 16: "Then Samson said, 'With a donkey's jawbone | have made donkeys of them. With a donkey's jawbone | have killed a thousand men." You
mean God just saved your life and you want to write a song about a donkey's jawbone? Samson is like, "Oh, this is amazing. Wow! Incredible." He's still
holding the jawbone, and he goes, "'With a donkey's jawbone..." Let's see. God just gave me a great miracle. God just gave me a great success. God just
did a great thing. What should | sing about? 'With a donkey's jawbone | have killed a thousand men.' No, let me put this in there. 'With a donkey's
jawbone, | have made donkeys of them.' Yeah, that's clever. See?
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Because I'm talking about donkeys, and | made them donkeys." Why are you singing about donkeys when God just delivered you? Why are you praising
the thing he used when you know good and well it wasn't enough to get the job done? Why do we become so attached to jawbones ? Why do we get so
addicted to jawbones? "What do you mean by that, Pastor Steven?" | mean when you start to think the thing God did through you proves how great
you are. | read Samson's song over and over again. "With a donkey's jawbone | have made donkeys of them."
He's talking about them. He's talking about the donkey. He's talking about the jawbone. He's definitely talking about himself. He's talking about
killing. This is a violent song. This is a specific song. But where is God in your song? Why didn't your song start with God? You know the miracle did.
You know it wasn't a jawbone. You know it was only God who kept the jawbone from breaking. So, don't praise the thing you used; praise the one
who kept it from breaking. Don't depend on the donkey's jawbone; depend on the one who could use something as ridiculous, as small as a donkey's
jawbone. How many of you, God has done so much through some ridiculous things in your life that it just doesn't make sense? All right. So, don't
sing to the thing that doesn't make sense. Don't worship the thing that doesn't make sense. Don't depend on the thing that doesn't make sense,
because the truth of the matter is, Samson, if God had left your hand tied, you couldn't have even used the jawbone to begin with. If God wouldn't
have brought you out of that situation, you wouldn't even be here today. If God would have let you get caught, you wouldn't have had mercy; you'd
be locked up. If God wouldn't have brought you through that season, you wouldn't be singing about the joy of the Lord. So, don't worship the way it
came; worship the one who gave it, and turn your song around, and turn your spirit.
"With a donkey's jawbone..." | don't care what melody you put to that. That's a dumb song to sing. "With a donkey's jawbone." With the power of God,
with the strength of God, with the anointing of the Holy Spirit, with the "get up and go" of God, with the resurrection power of Jesus, with the Word of
God, with the promise of God...That's what I'm praising. Not a jawbone. |I'm praising the God of the jawbone. I'm praising the God who knew | would
need adonkey to decompose right there and have something for me to grab.
The truth of the matter is the only reason we're here today is because we grabbed what we had and God did what he does. How many have that
testimony? "It wasn't enough. It didn't make sense. It didn't look good. They were screaming and coming my way, but | grabbed what | had. | didn't have
a sword. | grabbed what | had. | didn't have a spear. | grabbed what | had."
Some of you didn't have a dad to raise you. "l grabbed what | had." Some of you didn't get a college education. "I grabbed what | had." Some of you
don't have the best health right now. "l grabbed what | had." "l didn't have the best team around me. | grabbed what | had. | wasn't raised in that
culture, but | grabbed what | had, and God did what he does, and I'm not singing to a donkey."
Grab what you have. You don't need a better weapon. You need a more worshipful spirit. You need greater faith. You need more innovation. "God
gaveit to me. It's a jawbone, yeah, but God gave it to me, and a jawbone with Jesus, a simple thing with Jesus, a silly thing with Jesus, a small thing
with Jesus is better than the world's best weapons without him."
"For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God for the pulling down of strongholds." So, a crazy thing happens to Samson. He
praises the thing he has to throw away.
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After you get done glorifying the jawbone...Hey, God gave you that job, but it's just a jawbone. If that one goes away, God will kill another donkey. |
don't know who this is for, but you'd better get this while you can, because God gave this message to me for you, because he wants you to know you
don't need better weapons. He can do it with a jawbone. You don't even have to like your job for God to use it to provide for you. When did we start
raising a generation that thought, "l have to like everything"? "l have to like my job." | don't even like myself half the time, let alone people | work with.
But God can use it.
The miracle of the jawbone is that it was fresh so it didn't break. That is the miracle of your life: you didn't break. A jawboneis only 18 inches. Itisn't
big, but it didn't break. It isn't bougie, but it didn't break. Am | talking about a jawbone or your car? It isn't the best one, but it didn't break. That's the
miracle. It didn't break. Come on, get this in your spirit. It didn't break. Think about the miracle of God in your life. It didn't break. "Yeah, my heart was
torn, but it didn't break. It's still beating. It's still loving. It's still pumping. God still has a purpose for me. It didn't break."
In verse 17, Samson throws that bone away, and the place was called Ramath Lehi, which means Jawbone Hill. Of course, rather than naming the place
something about God, Samson names it something about the jawbone. We name stuff wrong. We get caught up...| want to show you something that
can happen in your life. Samson is winning, but he's worn out. Did you know that's possible? You can be winning and worn out.
People think the only people who need preaching of encouragement and inspiration are those who are losing. You know, you'rein a losing season. You
just lost a relationship. You just lost someone you love. Nuh-uh. You can be winning and worn out. Everybody can look at you and envy you and not
have empathy for you, because their envy doesn't know how much energy it cost you to win. I'm preaching what | know. Everybody around you loves to
lean on you when you're like that.
They'll say things like, "Oh, you're just my rock. You're just my everything." Well, I'm not supposed to be your everything. Please don't make me your
everything. I'm not supposed to be. | don't want you to come to me as your full-time giver of love and joy. See, you can be winning and worn out,
because the people who are with you don't even know what it takes.
That's a dangerous place, because then you get to where Samson was in verse 18. He begins to feel like, "Even though | won...for what?" Have you ever
felt that way? "Even though | won...for what?" It can be very empty to stand in a victory you believe you produced.
It can be impossible to sustain a victory you think you started. Samson's whole life started in a barren womb. It started with God. Samson's strength
was given by God. The thing Samson forgot while he was busy making up poems about the instrument God used...| heard a story about a guitar
player. He was playing a very expensive guitar, and he was playing it so beautifully. He was a great guitar player, a master musician. He played it, and
everybody around him was talking about how beautiful the guitar was, the wood it was made from, the intonation of the guitar, even the inlays of
the guitar, all of the ivory on the guitar, how expensive it was. The whole time he was playing it, they were all talking about how wonderful the
guitar was. Finally, very quietly and humbly, he took the guitar, set it gently in the stand, looked back at the audience, and said, "How does the guitar
sound now?" While you were busy noticing the instrument, you did not realize the mastery was not in the wood; it was in the one who knew what
to do with it. Your life gets confusing and hard when you start praising the guitar, the jawbone, the thing, the skill, the gift.
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When you start praising that, here's what happens: Verse 18. Samson was very thirsty, because he won, but he was worn out. He won. He was
delivered, but he was dry. He won a victory, but he was thirsty. He cried out to the Lord. "You have given your servant this great victory. Must | now die
of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?" He's asking a question. "God, what good is winning if I'm just going to die of dehydration?" Look
at what happens in verse 19, something very interesting. The Bible says, "Then God opened up the hollow place in Lehi..." Some where that water
should have never been. "Then God opened up the hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it." So, it was a dry basin, but then...It was a depressed
place, but then God opened up the hollow place, and water that was beneath the ground came up out of the ground. "When Samson drank, his strength
returned and he revived. So the spring was called En Hakkore, and it is still there in Lehi." | want to focus on that one word then, because | want to go
back to the verse before it and see what happened that made God open the spring so Samson could be revived.

| want to see in this season of my life what is going to have to happen for God to refresh me so that | can do everything he has called me, named me,
known me, empowered me, graced me, freed me, raised me, appointed me, and assigned me to do. It's so simple you almost miss it in verse 18.
"Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the Lord, 'You...”That's the first time he talked to God in this whole passage. When he said, "You have given
your servant this great victory..." Then he goes on to complain. "Must | now die and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?" He didn't even pray right.
Just the fact that he did... Verse 19: "Then..."When he said, "You," then... | have to get you to then, because you can't die in this dry place.

You can't die in this discouragement. What good is it for God to give all of this victory and you die because you have nothing to drink? When
Samson's song changed from "I have" to "You have...""You did it, God. You made it happen. You gave me victory. You made it enough. You supplied
my needs. You brought me through that. You gave me victory. You, you, you, you, you." Then God opened the spring. Then God did what only he
could do. Here's the principle: when you refocus, God refills. When you refocus, God refills.

| feel a fresh flow coming to somebody's life today. | feel a fresh flow coming to somebody's family today. | feel fresh strength coming to your freed
hands today. Refocus. Not on the donkey, not on the dryness. God gave it to me, and if he gave me this calling, no one can take it.

My very best friend in the world comes to church every week and sits in this seat. This week, he happened to wear a jacket | gave him. Stand up, E, and
show them that Vuori hoodie thingy that | gave you. Now | want you to find him in the lobby and try to take it from him. He doesn't even know howto
fight, but he'll fight you so good you'll think he's Brazilian jujitsu. You will think he's a UFC fighter if you try to take it. Why? Because | gave it to him.
Because it means something to him. Because | wanted him to have it. Offer him $100. He won't sell it. Offer him $1,000. He might take it, buy another
one, and not tell me what happened.

What I'm saying is it's different when it's given. You can't take it because it was given. It's different. It's special to me. | fought for this. | bled for
this. I cried for this. | survived for this. | did not come this far to give it over. Besides how hard | fought - | did not earn it. It was given. | want you to
hold to this word in this season of your life, everything God has spoken over you, everything you know is supposed to come to pass, very seed he put
in your heart (I'm tying it into last week) that hasn't become a stalk yet. You just haven't made it to your then yet.
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But if you will stop singing about donkey jawbones and stop crying about donkeys who left your life...If you will stop focusing on the donkey and
start focusing on what God did for you, I'm telling you, there is a spring in Lehi. There's a joy spring. There's a hope spring. There's a peace spring.
There's a new spring. Do you not see it? Do you not perceive it? God gave it to me! Take 20 seconds and praise him for this day. Take 20 seconds and
praise him for your breath.

Why am | praising him? Because he gave it to me! | have to make the most. He gave it to me! | can't go down just yet. He gave me this assignment. High-
five at least 10 people and say, "Praise him for what he gave you." Don't praise what he gave you; praise him for what he gave you, because if it goes
away, he can give you another one.

| want you to get grateful. | want you to get joyful. | want you to start listing some victories and start giving some credit to the God who made you like he
wanted to make you to use you how he wanted. Listen to me. Stop despising what God gave you, how he made you. You are glitches and you are gifts.
Don’t Diminish/Depend On The Gift — recall the story of Pastor Furtick in a seaons where he hated is own voice.

Honestly, God had to deal with me about that, and he did it through a conversation | had with Abbey. | was talking to her about singing, and she said
something negative about her voice. At that time, | was going through such a season

of dealing with this... She was much smaller, so | don't even know if she remembers this. As she was saying, "Oh, | don't have a great voice" or "I'm not
a great singer," or this or that, | said, "Hey, hey, hey. Let's make a deal. God gave you your voice, and | want you to value it." I'm not one of these parents
who tells their kids, "You can sing better than Adele." Because she can't. What | was trying to get her to do... | said, "You don't know how God wants to
use that voice, so let's value your voice."

| get to work with all of these incredible singers. You would think that would be wonderful, but it's also... Try to stand next to Chris Brown in a
songwriting room and sing something. | would listen to myself sing, and | would hear them sing and all the vibrato and the timbre and the beauty of the
instrument. | went home one day, and | was thinking, "I hate my voice. | hate my voice." This was a few years ago. The Lord said, "You hate what | gave
you?" So, | realized the Enemy was trying to get mein a cycle. Now, I'm telling you a "me" story for a "you" application. This is not confession time for
me; it's illustration time. God said, "You can't hate what | gave you and pray for me to use it."

One side of it is pride. "l killed a thousand men." The other side of it is insecurity. "I have nothing to give." Both of them are rooted in the wrong
starting place. God gave it to me...my voice, your voice, your personality, your listening ear, your wisdom, your guidance, your experience, your style.
God gave it to you. Do you know what this means? You don't have to be jealous of what he gave anybody else. You are not in competition with
them. You don't have to apologize for it or diminish it. | saw it like this.
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On one hand I'm tempted to diminish it. "| hate my voice. | hate my height." Well, what are you going to do about that? You'd better get some heels.
Get a couple of extra inches, but that's about as good as it's going to get. You'd better take your 5'4" self and get out there and be God's jawbone. The
beautiful thing about it is I'm no longer tempted to diminish it, and I'm not tempted to depend on it, because | know it had nothing to do with the
success of the weapon; it had to do with the strength of my God. God gave it to me. Now | want you to confess that over this challenge you're going
through too. "God gave it to me." Even the challenge, even the giant, even the fight. "God gave me this fight. He must know | can win it. He must be
planning to do something to show how great he is." "God gave it to me. God gave me this thing to face."

It's a matter of stewardship. When Samson's life comes down to it all, it has to do with how he used his strength. What are you doing with the
strength God gave you? What are you doing with the stuff he gave you? What are you doing with the days he gave you? If God gave it, you don't get
to waste it. If God gave it, you don't get to bury it.

Do you remember the parable about the man who was given a talent and hid it because he had one and somebody else had five? God gave you that
one. Do something with it. Use it. You are listening to a preacher preach to you right now who doesn't even naturally like the sound of his own voice.
Don't tell me what you can't do for God. Don't tell me what God can't use. Don't tell me what God can't do. | don't want to hear it. He is the God of the
jawbone.

Closing Prayer on 11/17/2024: | want to pray over those things in your life right now, whether they are gifts or glitches. | want you to seethemasin
the same hands, the hands of God. There's something significant God is trying to get you to take responsibility for today. As you take responsibility
for that thing, he is calling you to reframe it and refocus it. The starting place is not the problem; the starting place is God. So now, God, we worship
you because you're great. We thank you for all of the battles you've won for your people. We thank you for all of the times that all we had was a
donkey's jawbone, but you did it. He's the one who cleansed you. He's the one who set you free. God, we're not going to get to this place in our
lives and think we have to do it by ourselves. We have a really good record of what you've done.

Amen
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Sermon Discussion: “God's Got The Hard Part!” - Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 10, 2024

Closing comments #1: “That seed was not responsible to produce anything God didn't encode it
to produce. God has already done the hard part. Jesus has already done the hard part. It's so
hard for you to receive the forgiveness, but he already did the hard part. He died to give it to
you. It's so hard for us to walk in his new life. Do you know what | think the passage is trying to
say? That God the Father is the soil and Jesus the Savior was our seed. He is the seed who went
into the earth for three days, and when he came forth, he became the Bread of Life. He was
already bread, but for us to receive him... If you have spiritual ears to hear what I'm saying right
now, | am telling you that you have to go through some things to become what God has called
you to be, but I'm here to also tell you that what you need to be is already in you. It had to be
buried to be bread, and it was bread when it was buried. You already are chosen by God. You
already are loved by him.”
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Recap of Pastor Furtick’s last three sermons:

* Week 1: God can use this Too - God doesn't show you what they are until you get through
them, so don't give up.

* Week 2: God Will Work It In — Instead of "God will work it out," - we realized that the
external conflict in our lives is not God's primary priority; it is our character. We realized he is
building us up on the inside so that whatever he blesses us with, we will be able to
accommodate that blessing.

* Week 3: God's Got the Hard Part - God might have already done the thing you thought you
were going to have to do that kept you from wanting to show up. God dispatches angels in
advance of your arrival. God already did that." "Oh! | could have just relaxed and enjoyed the
journey. Oh! | didn't have to stress about that so much, because God's got the hard part."

These are faith statements are powerful tools to fight with.

When something happens that you didn't want to happen, you just say, "God can use this too
— God Will Work It In — and, God’s Got the Hard Part.
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“It's different when God gives it.

Jesus told his disciples, "I'm leaving you physically, but I'm giving my peace to you internally.
And | do not give as the world gives."

Nobody can steal your peace without your permission. Nobody can ruin your day unless you
turn the responsibility over to them.”



Kev’s guys on-line eGroup study notes
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“I worry about you, because | think you give stuff away too cheap that was given to you by
somebody really important. | see you giving away your dignity sometimes just to defend a
political position. You would give away your dignity, your respect, your kindness, and the fruit of
the Spirit, which is love, to come down to a hateful level that was dictated by a cancerous
culture? You would give away your healthy heart to engage in a hellish debate?”
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“You have no weapon in your hand for the fight you didn't expect, and added to this, the one
you found is not the one you would have chosen if you had been asked about what weapon to
fight with. But God says... And | don't care about what your mind says. ]JGod says the worst
weapon with him is better than the best one without him. If God is with the donkey, I'll take the
donkey every time. Give me that jawbone! It's not the best weapon, but it's a fresh weapon.
It's not the best weapon, but it's the one | have.”

What weapon do you right now to fight what is in front of you?
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”But where is God in your song? Why didn't your song start with God? You know the miracle
did. You know it wasn't a jawbone. How many of you, God has done so much through some
ridiculous things in your life that it just doesn't make sense? If God wouldn't have brought you
out of that situation, you wouldn't even be here today. If God wouldn't have brought you
through that season, you wouldn't be singing about the joy of the Lord. So, don't worship the
way it came; worship the one who gave it.”

“The truth of the matter is the only reason we're here today is because we grabbed what we
had and God did what he does.”

“A simple thing with Jesus, a silly thing with Jesus, a small thing with Jesus is better than the
world's best weapons without him."
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Sermon Discussion: “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024

It can be impossible to sustain a victory you think you started.

Hum? What does this mean?
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Sermon Discussion: “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024

It can be impossible to sustain a victory you think you started.

Hum? What does this mean?

Additional thought by Pastor Steven:

| heard a story about a guitar player. The whole time he was playing it, they were all talking
about how wonderful the guitar was. Finally, very quietly and humbly, he took the guitar, set it
gently in the stand, looked back at the audience, and said, "How does the guitar sound now?"

The mastery was not in the wood; it was in the one who knew what to do with it.

Your life gets confusing and hard when you start praising the guitar, the jawbone, the thing, the
skill, the gift.
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Sermon Discussion: “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024

It can be impossible to sustain a victory you think you started.
Hum? What does this mean?
Additional thought by Pastor Steven:

What I'm saying is it's different when it's given. It's special to me. | fought for this. | cried for
this. | survived for this. | want you to hold to this word in this season of your life, everything
God has spoken over you, everything you know is supposed to come to pass, very seed he putin
your heart that hasn't become a stalk yet.
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Sermon Discussion: “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024

It can be impossible to sustain a victory you think you started.
Hum? What does this mean?

Additional thought by Pastor Steven:

“If you will stop singing about donkey jawbones and stop crying about donkeys who left your
life...and start focusing on what God did for you, there is a spring in Lehi. There's a joy spring.
There's a hope spring. There's a peace spring. There's a new spring. Do you not see it? Do you

”
!

not perceive it? God gave it to me
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Mathew 26 - The Last Supper

Mathew
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take and eat; this is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave
itto them, saying, “Drink fromit, all of you. 28 This is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. 29 | tell you, | will not drink from this fruit of
the vine from now on until that day when | drink it new with you
in my Father’s kingdom.”

Page 35
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Sermon Discussion: “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024

Closing Prayer on 11/17/2024: “1 want to pray over those things in your life right now, whether
they are gifts or glitches. | want you to see them as in the same hands, the hands of God.
There's something significant God is trying to get you to take responsibility for today. As you take
responsibility for that thing, he is calling you to reframe it and refocus it. The starting place is not
the problem; the starting place is God. So now, God, we worship you because you're great. We
thank you for all of the battles you've won for your people. We thank you for all of the times
that all we had was a donkey's jawbone, but you did it. He's the one who cleansed you. He's
the one who set you free. God, we're not going to get to this place in our lives and think we
have to do it by ourselves. We have a really good record of what you've done.”
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Back up material
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Sermon Discussion: “God's Got The Hard Part!” - Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 10, 2024

Closing Prayer: “Praying For Those Who Are Buried: Right now bow your head and close your eyes. The
Spirit of the Lord is moving powerfully. Maybe in your living room, maybe in our kitchen, maybe in your
sickbed, maybe in your car, maybe in your workout, maybe in your mid-night hour, maybe right here in this
church on the fourth row, God has you in the soil. It's not hard for him; it's hard for you. It's easy for him.
He's God. But it's hard for you to know how long, to know what to do. It's okay to be like the man in the
passage, to say, "l don't know how." The how part is not your job; it's God's part. | declare in the name of
Jesus that you are a seed too, that God is working through your life, that God is giving you nutrients you
know not of in this season, that God is giving you everything you need for the calling he has assigned to your
life. You, like a mustard seed, might start out small, but there will be really big branches - if you faint not.
"Let us not become weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint not." | declare over your
life today that this is rich soil. This is good ground. You are hidden under the shadow of the Almighty. This is
good ground. You are planted in the garden of the Lord. You are an oak of righteousness, and this is good
ground. Now let me pray for your children you're worried about. God has them in good ground. They're
going to bring forth things too. They're going to be bread too. They're going to go through a process too.
You just keep on praising right through that process. You keep praising while God is doing stuff in the studio.
You keep praising while God keeps producing.”
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Sermon Discussion: “God's Got The Hard Part!” - Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 10, 2024

What does Pastor Furtick mean when is uses the term “buried bread?”

“In Mark, chapter 4." Jesus said to them he is the bread. He's talking to them about seed, but
he is bread. He's giving them a picture of what is possible, and he's painting it on a level that
they can comprehend. The seed can't stay in your hand and become a harvest. I'm trying to tell
you, "Let go." Let go of your need to control people and just start adjusting your access. Let's go
back to our key verse. Mark 4:28: "All by itself the soil..." The soil represents God. The soil
represents "In him | live and move and have my being." The soil lets me know that when the
seed went out of sight, it didn't go away. It went somewhere to change. Everything in your life
has to go through the soil to become what it's meant to be. If it never gets planted, it never
becomes grain. If it never becomes grain, it will never be bread. If it never is bread, it will never
be what it was meant to be. So, before it can be bread, it has to be buried.”

The soil is where God produces you.

What is your primary job here?
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Outstanding theology Here — | really lean in when Pastor Furtick talks about Gideon in Judges 6:

“When God Goes In” by Pastor Steven Furtick — March 27, 2023
”"Make Peace With Your Strength” by Pastor Steven Furtick — April 2, 2023
”Breaking The Bondage Of Wrong Belief” by Pastor Steven Furtick on 8/11/2024

Power quote from Pastor Furtick on 8/11/2024: “They have come into a land whose customs have become
their captivity. They have come into a land that God gave them, and the customs of that land have become
their captivity. The Lord says, "Gideon, | want to use you to lead a revolt and a revolution. I'm going to enable
you, strengthen you, supply you, and give the enemy into your hand, and you will strike them all down."
Gideon said, "Me? I'm the least in my family. My clan is the least in the nation. Why me?" God said, "Why
you? Because me." God turns 2s into 10s instantly. Only God can do that. The beauty of this is God doesn't
say, "Gideon, I'm going to put you through a preparation process. This is going to take three years to get it
done." He has actually been preparing Gideon while Gideon has been hidden. Do you know God has been
preparing you while you have been hidden too? Do you know God has been giving you tools, resources,
lessons, words, and confirmations while you have been in the cave of what you perceive to be your
abandonment and wasted season?”



Kev’s guys on-line eGroup study notes

Sermon notes — “The Gift Of Grief” by Lisa Harper —on July 7, 2024

Awesome prayer by Lisa Harper on 7/7/2024 — in the sanctuary, most of the congregation is standing — those in grief are sitting — remarkable
moment:

e Closing Prayer: “I'm near to those whose lives feel crushed today - this low point in your life
- if you bring it to the Lord — He will lead you to a place of intimacy - a place of personal
revival - that you probably haven't had the faith to carry — lower your pretense in this family
of God - For those of you who are grieving - if the Holy Spirit confirms - would you be
audacious enough to even right now say thank you God I'm going to choose to be grateful
for this grief? - | can't see around the corner of my circumstances - yet | really do believe You
will answer and | really do believe you're enough - and | really do believe you're close to the
brokenhearted - and so I'm going to choose right now - I'm going to say thank you - | don't
feel it yet - but I'm going to say thank you for this grief because somehow - some way you're
going to use even this dead-dog of a season to make me more dependent on you - to make
me lean into my brothers and sisters more closely - you're going to build in me a heart of
flesh instead of allowing me to hide my heart of stone - King Jesus come and bring Revival -
King Jesus come and bring healing - Thank you God.”
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Have a good navigational beacon in 2022:

“Life and Leadership at the Highest” A quote from an unknown author and requoted by Pastor Tim Keller in
his sermon “This is Jesus” part 4 “Two Grieving Sisters Encounter Jesus” at Oxford University in 2016: “The
accounts of Him in the New Testament speak for themselves — He combines qualities that no one has ever
seen — despite his incredible claims, we never see him pompous, offended, or standing on his own dignity.
Despite being absolutely approachable to the weakest and most broken people, he is completely fearless
before the powerful and the corrupt. Despite being weary and lonely, we find him remarkably human - filled
with joy, fear, love, and anger. Yet, we never see him Moody. We never see him being inconsistent. We
never see Him strong when He should be tender and we never see Him tender when He should be strong.
Most interesting of all — Of all his encounters with people - we are continuously surprised — shocking us - but
never disappointing us — it is difficult for us to imagine words that Jesus ought to have said or deeds that he
ought to have done. Nothing he has done ever falls short - in fact He is always surprising us - because He is
incomparably better than what we could imagine for ourselves. Why? These are the surprises of perfection
— He has tenderness without weakness — He has strength without harshness — humility without the slightest
lack of confidence — unhesitating authority without the slightest sense of self-absorption — Holy and
unbending convictions without the slightest lack of approachability — power without insensitivity — passion
without prejudice — there is never a false step — there’s never a jarring no — this is life at the highest.”
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