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Welcome to Kev’s on-line eGroup

The e-Glue that helps with the glitter 

Part 1:  Detailed sermon notes 
Part 2:  eGroup study questions
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Here Comes Church – “In the know” 

• Interested in serving at Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 
• Please consider joining an eGroup (small group) so you don’t have to walk this walk alone – See 

www.elevationchurch.cc.  The “e” stands for empowerment - because getting the instructions from 
God without having the empowerment to live them out will frustrate you. These groups are our way 
of putting some very wonderful people in front of you feed you spiritually.  

• Stay out of “isolation silos” - you are an easy target for the enemy – and you don’t have the benefit of 
friends to support you.  Embrace the power of numbers.  

• Interested in leading an eGroup? See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 
• Don’t over-think it – Invite someone to church – “Who do you know that is close to you that is far 

from God?”
• What are your Gr8ful eight? 
• Elevation Nights 2025:  Elevation Nights is coming your way soon - Fort Worth - Tulsa Oklahoma - 

Pennsylvania - Toronto - Detroit -  Hartford Connecticut – Newark NJ - Washington DC – The dates are 
February 25th through March 6th.

• K-Love and Elevation Workship at Red Rocks in CO in August 2025
• Two new YouTube recordings coming shortly:  “I Know a Name” and “God Did” on 2/14/2025

http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
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Luke 22:31-34 - - Jesus prays for Simon

The Last Supper

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may 

not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”

34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”
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Luke 6:12-16 - Jesus names Simon as Peter

The Twelve Apostles

12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning 

came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he 

named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, 

Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
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Hebrews 7:25 - Jesus intercedes for us

20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21 but he became a priest with an oath 

when God said to him:

“The Lord has sworn

    and will not change his mind:

    ‘You are a priest forever.’”

22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant.

23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 24 but because 

Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely[c] those who come to 

God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the 

heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and 

then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints 

as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been 

made perfect forever.
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Closing Prayer #1 by Pastor Furtick on 1/26/2025:  “Paul does just the opposite. In the moment of 
uncertainty, he says, "I'm not going back anywhere. I'm going forward, and I'm going to focus on 
what's right in front of me at this moment. I'm letting go of what I can't control."  There is somebody in 
here who is being pulled back, dragged back, tempted back, distracted back. The word of the Lord is 
"Forward, not far."  This is going to be a step-by-step miracle. This is going to be a breath-by-breath 
miracle. This is going to be a day-by-day, moment-by-moment miracle. God is doing it in your life, just 
so long as you know you can stretch your head forward in faith. You can only see three feet, but you 
can make the whole trip that way. I came to tell somebody, "You're closer than you think you are."  You 
cannot go back now. Listen to me. You have come too far. Do you hear me?  You have come too far to 
forfeit this.  After all he's done, after all you've seen, after all he brought you through, don't you want to 
run on and see what the end is going  to be?”
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Closing Prayer #2 by Pastor Furtick on 1/26/2025:  “Father, I thank you for your prevailing Word. All 
flesh is like the grass of the field. It pales and withers and fades and dies, but the Word of the Lord 
stands forever. God, I thank you for the great faith of the apostle Paul, who gives us a  picture today of 
what it means to be in a space that never would have been his choice, but I thank you, Lord, that he 
gave us a picture of what to do when the situation that is surrounding us does not correspond to the 
promise that is inside of us.  "I'm stretching forward. If all I can stretch forward is my head, I stretch 
my head forward. If all I can stretch forward is a weak prayer, I stretch that forward too, because I 
know you did not bring me this far to leave me." I thank you, God, that you do have plans, a hope, a 
future, for each and every one you sent me to minister to today. I thank you that this week they're 
going to get your glasses.  I pray that when we're all alone in the secrecy of our own self-sabotage and 
the thoughts we think that torment us, you would give us your glasses so we would go forward and 
realize that you are not far.  Thank you for drawing near to us today, God. It's amazing how you meet 
with us. Thank you for the promise that when we draw near to you, you will draw near to us, and if we 
humble ourselves under your mighty hand, you'll lift us up in due time.  I pray for each person today 
who is experiencing a prison sentence of sorts. I pray they would not have clarity but they would trust 
in God.”
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Part 1:  Detailed sermon notes 
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025

Sermon Highlights 

• Think steps, not swings. A step is better than a swing.

• Sometimes the happiest times and the heaviest times happen at the same time. 

• I can carry heaviness in my heart and still find happiness in Jesus.

• Prayer is not just listing, it’s listening. 

• Before the season shifts, there is a sifting.

• Peter was singled out to be sifted because he was singled out to be significant. 

• There are three prayers: Prayer that Prevents, Prayer that Prepares, and Prayer that Repairs.

• The prayer that repairs reminds you who you really are. 

• God will speak to your Simon until you see your Peter again.  

• Your faith didn’t fail–it was broken down to be built back up. After you’ve been broken down, you pray to repair: “God, strengthen me through this.” 

Scriptures

• Luke 22:31-34 - - Jesus prays for Simon 

• Luke 6:12-16 - Jesus names Simon as Peter 

• Hebrews 7:25 - Jesus intercedes for us

Sermon Discussion

• “Before the season shifts, there is a sifting.” Share about a time you experienced a sifting season. How did God use a pivotal moment to prepare you 

for that significant shift in your life? 

• "Prayer is not just listing, it's listening." How can you shift your prayers from just listing requests to truly listening for God’s voice?

• “Sometimes the happiest times and the heaviest times happen at the same time.” Like John and Judas with Jesus, what happy and  heavy things are 

currently sitting at your table together?

• “Think steps, not swings. A step is better than a swing.” What small, pivotal step can you take this week to build your faith through a heavy situation? 

Prayer Prompt - Pastor Steven taught us: “The prayer that repairs reminds you who you really are.” – “Where is God calling you back to who He created 

you to be? In other words, where have you been a Simon and God’s calling you back to be a Peter? Pray that God will continue the work of “repairing” in 

each person’s life. Pray we will take a step towards walking in the truth of who God called us to be.”
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025
Detailed sermon notes:  

• Thank you, Lord, for breath in my lungs today.  Thank you, Lord, for waking me up this morning.  

• Thank you, Lord, for feeding me. Thank you, Lord, for keeping me. Thank you, Lord, for loving me.

• God is so good. I want to call your attention to a few things. Remain standing for one moment. We'll  

• be beginning our Elevation Nights tour very,  very shortly. Let's clap our hands and thank God for that. I want to see you if you're near Fort Worth, Texas; 

Tulsa, Oklahoma; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Toronto, Canada; Detroit, Michigan; Hartford, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; or Washington,  D.C. Go to 

elevationnights.com. Limited tickets are available. That'll be Tuesday, February 25, through Thursday, March 6.  I can't wait to see you. We will be singing 

all kinds of songs, and we'll be preaching and be sharing in God's presence together, and I'm grateful. I also want to let you know that that song we were 

just singing, "I Know a Name," is available anywhere you stream music, so you can get it and sing it and just walk around the house, singing the name of 

Jesus.  Sing it off-key, on key. Sing it loud, soft.  Whatever you've got, just call on his name.

• I was reading in the Psalms this week where David said, "When I kept silent, the attack continued." I think that's what the Devil wants to do sometimes is 

shut us up inside of our own heads and our own minds. So, even  just all y'all that sit there in church and   don't sing anything, you're missing out. "Open 

your mouth wide, and I will fill it," saith the Lord. I'm going to give you one more chance to praise him before I move into this word today.

• Now, today might just be the most important day we've ever been here, because this is our first sermon of our official twentieth year of ministry as a 

church. I want to share with you something from Luke, chapter 22. As you find that in your Bible or just fasten your eyes on the screen for a moment and 

I call your attention to it, I want you to just get in your posture like you would get in if something important was about to happen in your life. Just your 

physical posture, your emotional posture, if something important was about to happen in your life. Even if you're watching this at home or even if you're 

watching this in a… I don't know. You might not even have made it out of the bed today, yet I want you to just get in the posture that you would get in if 

something important was about to happen in your life. Listen to this in Luke, chapter 22, verses 31-34.

• This is Jesus speaking. "'Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. [In fact, he has asked to sift all of you as wheat.] But I have prayed for you, 

Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.' But he replied, 'Lord, I am ready…'" "I'm ready. Let's go." 

"'I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.' Jesus answered, 'I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you 

know me.'" Very heavy text, but let's focus on verse 32 for a moment one more time.  "I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And 

when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." I want to talk to you about prayer for a few   moments today. I want to speak to you about 

prayer for a few moments today, but not just generic prayer. I want to speak to you about a specific prayer for your life. 

• The title of my message today is The Prayer That Repairs. 

• As we talk about it today, I believe the Lord would do a deep work in your soul. 
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025
Detailed sermon notes:  

• Will you pray with me one more time?  Father, fix it. In Jesus' name, amen. You may be seated. Y'all like that. "Father, fix it." Somebody shout, "Lord, fix 

it!" Yeah, Hearing God's Voice put it in his hands. Now, I don't always share with you why I picked certain Scriptures that I  want to preach, but if it's 

helpful, I do. Today, I think, is one of those occasions where letting you know why I selected this text may help you receive it a little bit better. I want to 

help you hear the voice of God more in your daily life. I want to help you tune in to God's voice when he talks. I don't want you to be confused by all the 

noise that's surrounding you and never really get to know the God who made you. I said a whole lot in that one sentence.

• I don't want you to be so confused by the noise that's surrounding you that you never know the God who made you and never know his voice.  Jesus 

said one time, "My sheep know my voice, and they hear me." But it's hard to hear from God with so much noise all around. So, I was going through my 

Bible, thinking about how great it would be to begin this twentieth year of ministry in our church to show you about different people who heard from 

God, different people God spoke to.

• It happens all through the Bible, so it's kind of hard to narrow down. I thought it would take me 20 more years to preach every time God spoke to 

somebody. Then I came across an interesting selection of Scriptures of seven times that God spoke to people in a special way, seven times where, either 

in the Old Testament or the New Testament, God, the Holy Spirit, or Jesus spoke to somebody and said their name, not once, but twice.

• I thought it was interesting. It reminded me of how sometimes you have to do that to get your kids' attention. You know, if I  say, "Abbey? Abbey!" the 

second one is because your Gracie Abrams is way too loud upstairs and you can't hear me talking over it.

• If I say, "Graham. Graham!" it means "I don't care that you can't pause your video game. Get down here right now." Especially if I say your middle name. 

Your middle name is like a cussword. If I have to call your middle name, that means you have slipped to the point that we have resorted to having to say 

the second part  of your name to make sure you understand. What's   your middle name, Dave? Dave Rick. So if they said, "Dave Rick Oreck (7:31)," it's 

trouble.  In the same way, I wonder, are there times where God has to get his children's attention, so he has to speak in such a personal way because 

something so pivotal is happening that he doesn't want them to miss it? I have a feeling there are a few thousand under the sound of my voice today 

who need to hear the voice of the Lord in this season of your life because this is a pivotal moment   for you. I'd like to re mind you of something  about 

pivotal moments in each of our lives.

• They're not big, but they make all the difference. To illustrate, I want y'all to zoom out with the camera and show how quickly I can pivot, almost where 

you didn't notice. I've used this to illustrate before, both in leadership and in life, how sometimes you can make a small adjustment, but if I were to make 

this small adjustment in my stance through pivoting on my back foot and to walk that way, the number of steps I took would multiply the  importance of 

the decision I made to pivot.

• What I mean is it doesn't make much difference as long as I'm up here, but the longer I walked in that direction, I would end up in such a different 

destination, all because of a pivot. My oldest son Elijah, my middle son Graham, and my youngest Abbey are all here today with us. We're all happy.  

We're all happy because Elijah is home from college for a minute. We're happy because Abbey stays happy. We're happy because Graham is on the 

second row with his buddies who are back-to-back state champions in the sport of wrestling as of yesterday. (He asked for that shout-out, and I did it.).  
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025
Detailed sermon notes:  

• My oldest son Elijah was asking me recently about someone he follows on social media. It's not a very big personality, so don't try to guess who I'm 

talking about, but the person is minor-league famous. They made a big statement or commitment to Jesus Christ, and then they went back on it.  

They went back on it after about two years of being very extreme. The person was a very worldly personality, and then they became a very godly 

personality. When I say "godly," I don't mean like you're supposed to be, where you're receiving the grace of God and growing in the grace of God. 

They were telling everybody why they were better than everybody else for those two years. The moment I saw them begin to boisterously declare  

and boldly infer and proclaim that they would never sin in these ways like other people do  ever again, and they would never struggle with   what 

other people struggle with again, I told my son Elijah, "Watch out for the big swings, because anytime you see something swing that far this way… 

Guess what? Newton doesn't have to be here to tell us it's got  to come back. Be careful for the big swings."

• I began to tell him that even though it's sad that this person was in the faith and now publicly says, "I reject the faith…" Even though they said that, that 

doesn't mean the faith you have is invalid.  It just means you need to think steps, not swings.

• Sometimes, when it comes to hearing God's voice and knowing God's voice, you'll see people who swing really hard and really far. "God spoke to me, 

and I'm never going to wear pink again."

• "Why are you never going to wear pink again?" "Because the Lord told me that purple is the color of royalty." It's like, "This is a little extreme for you to 

be eliminating colors from your wardrobe."

• "God spoke to me, and I'm not going to drink out of any plastic bottles. I'm going to take Communion every morning at 4:00. I 'm going to do it at 4:00 

a.m. I'm going to work out at 3:00 a.m. I'm going to pray at 2:00 a.m., then I'm going to read my Bible at 3:00, and  then I'm going to take Communion at 

4:00, but I'm not going to take it out of a plastic cup, because that's bad for the environment. And  I'm not going to wear pink; I'm going to wear purple, 

because it's the color of royalty."

• When I see somebody swinging that hard in anything, a diet or discipleship, it scares me a little bit. Sometimes I think a step is better than a swing.  

Don't get me wrong. Dramatic decisions happen in the presence of God…these moments where we say, "I'm leaving Egypt"; these moments where  

we say, "I'm no longer going to live in this compromise"; those moments where we say,  "I'm stepping into this with my whole heart"; those 

moments where we say, "I'm  burning the bridges behind me, because I can't keep playing with this. "Those moments are important, but think steps, 

not swings. Think pivots, those little moves in your life that can lead to great purpose. I try to build my 10 minutes of my sermon that I start with 

well enough that if you had to leave,  you would have already gotten something  worth coming out in the rain for, and I think you just got it, yet we 

haven't  even touched this text. The tension in this text is difficult for me to communicate to you through just reading the four verses I selected. This 

moment in Jesus' life is pivotal. He's going to the cross.  It's the Thursday before the Friday where he will die, and as such, he's preparing (hold that 

word)…He's preparing his disciples for what they will  face, yet there's really no way to prepare them for the loss of his physical presence. There's 

really no way for him to prepare them for the pressure of watching him die like a criminal.  There's really no way to prepare them for the soul 

searching that will happen when they watch him laid in Joseph of Arimathea's grave.
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025
Detailed sermon notes:  

• There's really no preparing them for this, so he has a meal with them, the Passover meal. It was a Jewish tradition, but Jesus was using it for a different 

purpose. As he gets ready to serve the bread, he breaks it at the table, and as  he gets ready to serve the wine, he pours it, and he says, "This is symbolic 

of what you're about to watch happen." He's preparing them.  As he pours the wine, he says, "This is my blood poured out for you, the blood of my 

covenant."  As he breaks the bread, he says, "This is my body broken for you," and he feeds them. For a moment, if you were just to look in on this scene  

without any knowledge of the background or   without any knowledge of what's coming next, you would think this is a very happy moment, because the 

Bible says Jesus looked  at his disciples during this and said,   "I've been looking forward to  sharing this meal with you."

• In fact, he says, "I've eagerly anticipated sharing this meal with you." "I have eagerly longed for this moment with you."  There at the table, the Bible 

says, Jesus and his disciples reclined. So, if we were to just walk in and watch the scene cut out of sequence on mute, we would think this was a family 

meal, but it's now commonly known as the  Last Supper, because it's the last time   they'll eat with him like this. Think about everything that's happening 

at the table.

• Jesus is sharing with them that he's about to suffer. So now put the two together…supper and suffering all at the same table;  Jesus and Judas all at the 

same table; the bread and the breaking all at the same table; the wine and the pouring all at the same table. On one hand, this is a happy moment for 

Jesus. "I've looked forward to sharing this with you. I've looked forward to this moment. I came for this moment. This is the moment I was sent."

• As they're preparing to eat the Passover lamb, he is what they're about to eat. He is the Lamb of God slain from the foundations of the world. He was 

prepared for this; they weren't. He was looking forward to this, but they could not know to anticipate it.

• Even if mentally they understood it, emotionally they couldn't comprehend it. So it's a happy happiness & Heaviness moment, but it's a heavy moment. 

Isn't it crazy how, a lot of times, the heaviest moments and the happiest moments are happening all at the same table? If there's one thing I could get 

across to you about life as a follower of Christ, it's that you would not be surprised to find that sometimes the happiest times and the heaviest times 

happen at the same time.

• See, it's not like we just have happy seasons and heavy seasons. It might be a season for you where you're sitting at a table surrounded by all of the 

things you love, carrying all of the things you must endure.  There are times in all of our lives, especially as grown-ups, where we have to learn to take 

the happiness and the heaviness in the same hour, the happiness and the heaviness in the same seat.

• Everybody in this room and everybody watching me online has something to   be happy about and something to be heavy about. The thing about prayer 

(I told you I'm going to talk to you about prayer today) is it helps me not to let the happiness hide itself behind the heaviness. It means I can carry heavy 

situations in my heart and still find happiness in Jesus because I prayed my way through the heaviness to the point that I realized he's in the heaviness 

and he's in the happiness.
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025
Detailed sermon notes:  

• In fact, if I could take it one step further, let me tell you why I love Jesus. He is my happiness in my heaviness. He is the one who is seated at the table, 

and even while the bread is breaking, I know it's in his hands.

• That's why I lift my hands: because I know my life is in his hands. Happiness and heaviness all at the same table. Don't you see it in your life?  Aren't you 

a witness of it today? You've got that one thing in your life that you're happy about and  proud of and that one thing in your life you don't   really want to 

talk about, that one thing in your  life that you're right now hoping I don't mention, that right now if I started listing stuff, you would hope I would skip 

the thing on the list.

• I mean, I just got done with Valentine's Day.  There are a lot of people who come to church on the Sunday after Valentine's Day kind of bracing for a 

fight, thinking about, "O God, if he talks about one more time that 'God is preparing somebody for you, and God is preparing you for somebody. God 

is going to send the right person when you're ready. Touch three people and say, "Get ready"…' If you make me touch anybody today, they'd better 

be my husband in about six months, because I can't take one more sermon while you talk about that thing in my life." Yet there's a married person 

going, "I hope he doesn't talk about how to get along in the house, because…" Watch this. Now I'm going to shift on you. "…she's not even here with 

me today. We're not even speaking right now." That doesn't mean you're not happy anywhere in your life. Just because you're heavy somewhere 

doesn't mean you're not happy anywhere, and just because you're happy somewhere doesn't mean you're not heavy anywhere. I wonder if he gives 

me that for a balance.  I wonder if the happy things are to lift me up so I don't quit and the heavy things are to keep me grounded so I don't get 

prideful. I just wish for you today, knowing that happiness and heaviness always come in pairs. 

• Walk in Nordstrom and ask them to sell you one shoe for the price of half. See if they'll do it.  See if they'll sell you one shoe. "No, I don't really want the 

left one; I just want the right   one." They're going to say, "Sir, they come  in a pair. You've got to buy them both." When it comes to your calling and your 

relationship with God, you don't get to pick the right one and leave the left one and pay half price. The happiness and the heaviness go hand in hand.

• This will help you to understand why sometimes you're having a great moment, but somewhere in that moment you still feel kind  of down, and then you 

think, "Well, I'm not grateful." No, it's not that you're not grateful; you're just grown up. To be grown up is to take responsibility, and to take 

responsibility is to be like Jesus; to sit at a table knowing that John, who loves you, and Judas, who will betray you, are both close enough to touch at the 

same table.

•To sit at the table and know that my  desire for freedom and my struggle with the addiction are at the same table;  to sit at  the table and to feast on Jesus, 

knowing that my hope for my future and my regret about the past are sitting at the same table; to know that my excitement about what God is calling me 

to do and my fear about whether I'm going to be able to do it are sitting at the same table.

• Who am I talking to? Come on, let's have a little table talk today. Into this context Jesus speaks.  "Simon, Simon…" He says his name twice. Now, we'll do 

a little quiz. Okay? I'll let all when God Calls Your Name Twice of those online play along. There are seven times in the Bible that God or Jesus… And Jesus 

is God.
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Sermon Notes “ The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025
Detailed sermon notes:  

• But I'm saying Old Testament where God speaks in different ways or in the New Testament where Jesus would just lean over and tell you because he was 

physically present. There are seven times (and this is one of them) where someone is called by their name, but they're called twice. 

• What is Saul doing that's so important that he has to get named twice, called by "Saul, Saul," not just "Saul"? He's riding on his horse, going to persecute 

Christians, and Jesus is about to turn him into Paul. You ever heard of Paul?  You ever heard of Philippians 4:13 Paul? "I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me."  Well, before he was Paul, y'all, he was "Saul, Saul." He called his name to get his attention.  He knocked him off his horse to get 

his attention.  He blinded him with a light to get his attention.  He restored his sight and gave him a vision, and   the gospel came to the Gentiles because 

it was a pivotal moment. "Saul, Saul." Put it in the chat.  

• "Saul, Saul." What else y'all got? While y'all are guessing, touch your neighbor and say, "Better call Saul." What else you got? Guns N' Roses?  Oh, 

"Moses, Moses." I'm worldly. Pray for me.

• "Moses, Moses." That's right. "Take off your shoes, Moses, because you're about to pivot.  Take off your shoes, Moses, because the place you stand is 

holy. This is a pivotal moment, Moses. This is a personal moment, Moses." When God calls your name once, that's personal. When he calls your name 

twice, that's pivotal. When he calls your name once, it's powerful. When he calls your name twice, it's a pattern. There are some of you under the sound 

of my voice, and God is trying to get your attention.  He is repeating patterns in your life.  

• It's not just that you keep seeing Range Rovers on the road so you think you need to buy one. It's deeper than that. God keeps sending you the same 

message different ways.

• "Saul, Saul." "Moses, Moses." Have you got another one? "Samuel, Samuel." That's my favorite of them, because this is when he was learning to hear 

God's voice and he was a little boy. Some of you, since you've been a child, God has been calling you, and he keeps calling you. Some of you even spent 

half of your adult life running from the God  that was calling you when you were a little kid.

• And he kept calling, and he kept calling, and he kept calling. "Samuel, Samuel." He had to come back to him and say it again,  because the first time he 

thought it was the voice of his mentor Eli. So he said it again. "Samuel, Samuel." Y'all got another one? "Martha, Martha."

• I didn't think anybody would get that. Did you get that, Nicole? Nicole, Nicole. Martha, Martha.  Luke, chapter 10, talking about, "Martha, Martha, you're 

worried and distracted. You keep trying to do dishes while your sister Mary is having a devotion. Martha, Martha." I know why he said her name twice, 

because she wasn't listening the first time. She was too busy running the vacuum cleaner.  "Martha. Martha! Martha [middle name]!  I want to spend 

time with you. I want to be with you. I don't want you to just run around so consumed by what you can do for me, so I'm going to say your name twice, 

because I'm more concerned about your person than your plans."  

• What's another one? Well, that one doesn't count. I guess that makes eight. "My God, my God." But it's technically true, because when Jesus was on the 

cross, he was God.
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• So, God said to God, "My God, my God." But I didn't prepare that one. Is that Orangeburg in the house?  Is Orangeburg in the house? Orangeburg, 

Orangeburg. I've got so much family in Orangeburg. I do.  The one I really struggle with is "Abraham, Abraham," because that's where God called 

Abraham and said, "Go to the place I will show you," and then when Abraham set out, he didn't give him the exact GPS pin. You know how sometimes 

you just feel like you're taking a step? Not a swing, just a step. When he called him, he called him,  "Abraham," but then he  called him to do something   

very difficult. Now, sometimes in your life God will call you to give up something you love.

• Usually, when we come to God in prayer, we ask him to take away the things we don't like anyway. See, prayer is two ways. It's not just me talking to 

God; it's me listening. When I was taught to pray, I was mostly taught to pray a prayer list. So I start naming all the things I want God to do, like I'm giving 

him his checklist for the day and the date I need him to do it by. But prayer is not just listing; it's listening.  Sometimes what God says is hard to hear, 

when he  said, "Abraham, Abraham." Now, in this specific case, God had called Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac that he waited 25 years for. He 

tied him down, and he was going to plunge the knife in obedience to God. Just as the knife was raised, there was a pause that led to provision. God said, 

"Don't lay a hand on the boy. There's a ram in the bush. You passed the test.  I didn't want you to kill your son; I wanted you to trust me." And he 

sacrificed the ram instead. At that pivotal moment, just before Abraham was about to do it, God said, "Abraham, Abraham," and he called it twice.

• Now, I think we ought to go through all of these over the next few weeks in church, each of these times…"Abraham, Abraham"; "Moses,  Moses." I didn't 

even tell you about "Jacob, Jacob," but I will. How he was going to Egypt to see his son Joseph that he thought was dead, and he had so given up on 

Joseph being alive that he had resigned himself to the despair.  

• God had to call his name twice, "Jacob, Jacob," to tell him that Joseph's own hands would close his eyes, that "The thing  you thought was dead is very 

much alive."  I said, "The thing you thought was dead was very much alive." I said that the thing you thought was dead is very much alive. "Jacob, Jacob." 

Today, we find ourselves in a pivotal moment for Jesus, in a pivotal moment for an apostle named Simon Peter.  Don't you wonder why, in Luke 22:31… 

I'm almost there, Holly. Holly, Holly. I'm almost to the part that inspired me to get up and preach this text.

• As Jesus is speaking to all of the disciples, telling them, "I must suffer"; while he is telling them, "You are going to rule one day"; while he is preparing 

them for what the cross and the kingdom will be, he pivots his attention from  the entire table, the Twelve, to one man. When he calls his name, he says 

(verse 31, Luke, chapter 22, right back where we started), "Simon, Simon…"

• Question: Does Simon have another name?  What's Simon's other name? Talk to me out loud. Shout it like you're mad at him.  Why, "Simon, Simon"? 

Why not, "Peter, Peter"? In this moment of pivotal and necessary instruction for the disciples, and specifically Peter, Jesus does something very 

interesting.
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• To really tease out of the text the truth that is lying just under the surface, go back to Luke, chapter 6. In Luke 6:12-16, the author Luke, with meticulous 

detail, tells us, "One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray…" What did he go to do? To pray. This is at the very beginning of his public 

ministry.  He goes to pray, and he spent the night praying to God. "When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom 

he also designated apostles:  Simon (whom he named Peter), his  brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of  

Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor." There's a sandwich here, because if you go 

back to verse 14, the first one it names is "Simon (whom he named Peter)." This is a very curious conflict as we study the text, because if Jesus named 

him Peter and  it's recorded in Luke, chapter 6, and if he's referred to as Peter all throughout Luke's gospel, then why, at the most pivotal moment in his 

life, when Jesus  turns his attention from all the Twelve at the table to focus on the one and to give a personal word, does he not address him as "Peter, 

Peter"?

• That would be the way to build confidence in the one you call. "Peter, Peter, don't forget to remember, when we get to the cross, you're the rock. Don't 

forget to remember, when we get to the cross, you're the one.  Don't forget to remember when we get to the cross how I helped you walk on water.  

Don't forget to remember when we get to the   cross how I called you by name. Don't forget to remember how we fed 5,000. Peter, Peter, Peter."

• But he doesn't say "Peter" twice. He doesn't even say, "Simon [middle name] Peter." He says, "Simon, Simon." So, let's look at the cast of characters for a 

moment, shall we? You've got Simon, you've got Satan, and you've got the Savior. I believe verse 31 really describes where a lot of our church is at today 

all over the world. I don't mean our church just in this one room;  I mean our church all over this world.

• Verse 31 says, "Simon, Satan has asked to sift you." So what's about to happen… Let me set it up for you. Over the next night, over the next  ew 

days, it's going to be Simon versus Satan, and spoiler alert: Simon doesn't win. As a matter of fact, when it comes to the most crucial moment of 

Simon's life, when he will deny Jesus Christ, he does not only deny his power; he denies the relationship altogether.  He says, "I don't even know 

him."  Jesus looks him in his eyes and says, "Simon, Simon, Satan asked to sift you." The answer that we would expect from Jesus if Satan asked to 

sift…  And let me just slip in here: he doesn't get to do it without permission. Whatever the Devil does to you, he had to go through Jesus to do it. So, 

even if Jesus didn't do that thing for you, it had to go through Jesus before it got to you.

• Which means sifting is a process of separation.  We don't sift that much in our daily lives, so maybe we can't really imagine this, but this word used for 

sift, when he said, "Satan desires to sift you…" This is the only time that word is used in the whole Bible, because it is a shaking so violent it's only used 

one time. It's shaking out the stuff that shouldn't be there to leave the stuff that will produce the bread that can feed.

• I was interested in the fact that Simon Peter was a fisherman - and Jesus is sifting a fisherman. I thought it was a mixed metaphor until I remembered 

that Jesus told Peter "Feed my sheep" in John 21. That makes me think he's trying to turn a fisherman into a shepherd, and before a fisherman can 

become a shepherd… Before somebody who   catches fish can become somebody who feeds sheep, there must be a sifting.  
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• Sometimes the sifting in your life is a sign.  It is a signal that this is a pivotal moment, that God is changing the season and the stage of your life, and 

before the season shifts, there is a sifting. The interesting thing about the sifting (y'all, I'm so full of this word to preach for somebody) is it doesn't 

say Jesus sifted Simon; it says Satan sifted Simon.  No matter who sifted him, the one who sifted had to get permission to do it. So, it means that 

even if I'm being attacked by the Enemy, even if I'm being attacked by anxiety, even if my body is under attack right now… The attack didn't have to 

come from God for the grace to be received by faith. It means, simply put, this sifting season in your life is only that…a season.  News flash: the more 

gifted you are, the more sifted you must be. Why "Simon, Simon"? Why not "Bartholomew, Bartholomew"? Why not "Judas, Judas"? Why not 

"Philip, Philip"? Why not "Nathanael, Nathanael"? Why "Simon, Simon"?  This is the critical thing for you to understand.  Oh,  if you could 

understand this, you wouldn't be like, "Why am I getting picked on? Why is my life so hard? Why is this happening to me?" It would still be heavy, it 

would still be hard, but you would understand this simple principle of the kingdom, and it's this. The reason he pivoted to Peter in this moment and 

called him Simon is because Simon was the most significant one sitting at the table.  The reason he was singled out to be sifted is because he was 

singled out to be significant.  

• This sifting in my life… What is it about? What is this sifting about? In a sifting season, you will notice your motives are exposed. In a sifting season, 

you will notice that fake friends are exposed. In a sifting season of your life, you will notice that dependencies are exposed. In a sifting season of 

your life, you will notice that things that used to work don't work anymore, and you will wonder, "Is this the end?"  Yet, to think that this is the end 

when you're still sitting at the table and Jesus knows you're going to be preaching on the day of Pentecost is to miss the message of the gospel.

• I don't think the disciples knew the pressure Jesus was under. While he's busy breaking bread and pouring wine, he's preparing his heart.  They really 

didn't see it until he knelt in the garden of Gethsemane. I've got to tell you about Gethsemane, because Gethsemane was   the place of the olive press, 

but it was also the place where the Savior prayed.

• In Gethsemane, he prayed something very powerful…two prayers. He prayed, "Father, if it's possible, take this cup from me."  Write this down in 

your notes. That's called the prayer that prevents. Sometimes prayer prevents. Sometimes in the Bible we see somebody pray, and what was going 

to happen didn't happen because they prayed.

• It's important that we pray and plead the blood of Jesus over our lives, because there are some things your prayers can stop. There are. When Moses 

prayed to God, God said, "I am not going to wipe out the Israelites, even though they sinned, because you prayed, and it prevented it."

• Moses said, "God, if you wipe them out, it will defame your glory." God said, "I'm going to do what you asked, and I'm not going to kill them because 

you asked." You can pray things for your children.  You can pray things for your friends. You can pray things for those you love.  You can pray things 

for your own life.  But Jesus came to drink the cup, so the Father didn't take the cup away. So, after he moves past the prayer that prevents,  he 

moves into the prayer that prepares.  
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• There is a prayer you can pray that will prepare you. There is a prayer you can pray that God would enlighten you. There is a prayer you could pray 

that God would show you the doors to go through. There is a prayer you can pray before you leave your house in the morning. There is a prayer you 

can pray in the bathroom at the office before you have to come back out for the next meeting. 

• Sometimes you'd better dead-bolt the bathroom door and tell the Lord, "Please clean out my mouth. Please cleanse my thoughts. Please help me go 

back in here. God, give me a supernatural smile, because I hate every single one of these people." There is a prayer you can pray that will prepare you. 

Sometimes we miss it because (I'm going to just be honest) we don't really give the day to God. We just get caught off guard by the day. You just get 

caught off guard by the fact that your back hurts when you get out of bed. Your back hurts every day. Just pray about it. Get up, do a stretch, and pray. 

Pray and prepare.

• There is a prayer that prepares, so Jesus moves into that prayer next. He prays, "God, if it's possible, take this cup from me." But God does not remove 

the cup, so then he says, "Nevertheless, not my will but yours be done."  What's that? That's the prayer of preparation.  

• It's the prayer that gets him ready. It's the prayer some of you have to pray right now. "God, this is going to be hard what's coming up next. It's going to 

be heavy what's coming up next. This is not going to be easy what I'm walking into. I'm going to have to walk into this knowing it's going to be painful 

and it's going to be costly. There is no easy way around this. I'm just going to have to go through it. So, God, prepare me." Like Paul prayed for the church 

at Ephesus.  "Strengthen me in my inner man that the eyes of my understanding may be opened so I can understand the inheritance I have in him, so 

that when I'm up against the  mpossible demands of this situation, I have a supply to draw from and a resource to reach for so I'm prepared for this.

• So, when Goliath gets up in my face tomorrow, even though I don't even know his name yet, I know a name that is greater than a giant that can bring 

him down with a single stone, because I've been killing bears, I've been keeping sheep, and I've been killing lions, and I'm prepared for this. As a matter 

of fact, that's why I had to come in church today, even though the rain was pouring sideways." I don't even know what was happening, but the Lord 

dumped a bucket of rain sideways out of heaven.  That's the meteorological explanation for today.

• Some of y'all had to come anyway because, "I came to prepare for the fight I'm in for the season I'm stepping into, because I'm being shaken right 

now." But "Upon this rock I will build my church." Somebody shout, "God, get me ready!" "God, get me ready. I don't know what's coming next, but, 

God, get me ready." It's the prayer that prepares.  But then… Sit down. My sermon is about the prayer, not that prevents, not that prepares, but the 

prayer that repairs. This is for all of you who weren't ready for it. This is for all of you who didn't see it coming.

• This is for all of you…Simon, Simon…who hit a point in your life, and you didn't pray about it. See, the thing about Jesus' words in this situation, when he
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• This is for all of you…Simon, Simon…who hit a point in your life, and you didn't pray about it. See, the thing about Jesus' words in this situation, when he 

says, "Simon, Simon," that is so meaningful to me is when Satan asked to sift him as wheat, Jesus didn't tell him, "No." Even standing on the eve of 

Peter's disappointment, Jesus prophesies his destiny.  Look at verse 32, please. "When you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."  When. Not 

if…when. Not if you turn back.  Jesus knew in that moment there would come a point in your life, a pivotal point, when the pressure would be too great, 

when the future would be too uncertain, when you would not be able to do it like you used to do it…He said, "In that moment, when you turn back…" 

Not if you turn back…when you turn back. He knew there would be a moment where you would pray and say, "God, fix it. I made a mess of this. I have 

made a complete mess of this. Fix it." That's the moment he has been waiting for.

• If I, as a father with no ability to fix it, can make my kid better just by telling them I went to school, how much more can your Father, who didn't just 

go to school; he started the universe(ity)?  How much more can your Father, who knows how he put you together, who knows how he made you, 

who knows your temperament, knows your  personality, knows your background, knows your insecurity, knows your résumé, knows your "hope 

nobody finds out abouts," knows everything you carry on the inside of you, call your name and say, "Simon, Simon"?  "I see who you were, I see 

who you're going to be, and I stand in the middle to let you know that Peter is how I see you and Simon is how I found you. For the next night, you 

are going to be in a Simon state of mind. You're going to deny me, Simon, Simon.  You're going to betray me, Simon, Simon. You're going to let me 

down, Simon, Simon, but when I look at you, I still see Peter, because that's the name I gave you. That's the name I called you. That's the name I 

chose for you."

• Now help me preach. Tell your neighbor, "He knows your name." He knows your name and your other name. He knows your name you bring to church 

and your other name you're taking home. He knows your name. "Simon,  Simon." Just to remind you that he will speak to your Si mon until you see your 

Peter again. 

• Praise break! What I'm trying to say…Watch this. Simon is what you're acting like.  Peter is what God called you. The two are a pair.  Everybody say, 

"Pair." Like boots, they are a pair. Like earrings, they are a pair. Like gloves, they are a pair. So, when Peter doesn't prevent it, when Peter doesn't 

persevere through it, when Peter isn't prepared for it and Simon sinks low, watch what happens next. Jesus said, I prayed for you, Simon." So, if this 

is Simon's faith versus Satan's attack, Satan wins.  But apparently, this is not a fight between Simon's faith and Satan's attack; this is a fight between 

Satan's attack and a Savior's prayer. And this is not just any prayer. This is the prayer that re-pairs.  This is the prayer not that you pray, because 

sometimes you can't pray, and sometimes you don't pray, and sometimes you didn't pray.  This is not the prayer that prevents, because Peter went 

on to deny Jesus, but when it doesn't prevent and it doesn't prepare… Jesus says, "I've got a prayer for you. Not the one that you pray; the one that I 

pray when you are acting like Simon but I know you to be Peter." It is the prayer that re-pairs.
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• The prayer that reminds you who you really are; the prayer that reminds you what he really spoke; the prayer that calls you back to the essence of 

his Spirit and his presence, away from the dictates of your flesh; the  prayer that brings you back to your right mind; the prayer that, like the Prodigal 

Son, says, "How am I starving to death when my father has enough food to feed an entire household and every employee? I will arise and go back to 

my father."

• "I will re-pair you. I will bring you back into alignment. I am praying for you. I am pairing you." Because as long as Jesus is your prayer partner, your 

prayers are going to get answered. It is the prayer that repairs. 

• This is the prayer that repairs.  It's that after you have been broken down, after you were surprised what came out of yourself, after you made the 

mistake, you say, "God, strengthen me through this." Jesus says, "All right. I'm already praying for you, and I'm already sending satellite cells all to 

your torn muscles, all to your broken heart. I'm already sending new cells, but I'm not just going to build it back;  I'm going to build it back better."

• On the other side of this night, Peter will go on to preach the first sermon that was called a sermon in the New Testament church. I've got to think 

that while he was shaking, he didn't feel very strong.  

• I've got to think that while he was shaking, while he was sifted, he felt like "This is it."  But Jesus said, "Peter, this is not about your prayer, Simon; it's 

about my prayer." As long as you keep thinking it's about your faith versus Satan's attack, you will always feel weak. But the moment you realize this is 

not Simon's faith versus Satan's attack; this is Satan's attack versus the Savior's prayer…The prayer of repair is his prayer. He's saying, "I see you, Simon. I 

see you, Peter. I am re-pairing you. I'm reminding I'm going to use you." Don't you think for one moment that when you get to  this point you're going to 

always be "Peter, Peter." At best, you're going to be "Simon Peter," and sometimes you're "Simon, Simon."

• But don't you love to know that the Savior prayed for Simon? That just hit me, man, that the Savior prayed, "Simon, Simon." Stand to your feet so   can 

pray for you. 
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• The prayer that re-pairs. See how me and Holly are standing together like this? We're a pair. We're a couple. That's a visual illustration for you and 

Jesus. If any of you would want to come after her, you would have to go through me. You might be able to do it, but I promise you I'll pick up a chair, 

and if the chair didn't do it, I've got three state champions on the second row and a full security team.  I want you to know I would do everything in 

my power to keep you from getting to who I'm paired with. You keep thinking you are paired with people, so when people leave, you think it's over.  

You are a joint heir with Jesus. In the book of Hebrews… I've got to give them Hebrews 7, babe, because they'll think Jesus just prayed for Simon, but 

they won't believe he's praying for them.  In the book of Hebrews, chapter 7, verse 25, the author says, "Therefore he is able to save completely 

those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them." What does it mean that he's interceding? He is standing in 

your shaking place, saying, "If you want to get to them, you've got to go through me." That's Jesus speaking. Now, there is the prayer…  There is the 

prayer that prevents, there is the prayer that prepares, but I have a feeling I'm speaking to a few people online today, and even a few in the room, 

who prayer didn't prevent it.  Prayer didn't prepare. Like Simon, Simon, you are going through something right now, or you've been through 

something, where you need the prayer that re-pairs. The prayer that re-pairs is this: "Lord, if everything else goes away, if everything else is sifted, 

don't let this trial take my faith."  Because if my faith doesn't fail, I can make it. If my faith doesn't fail, I can come back from this. If my faith doesn't 

fail, I can get resourceful. If my faith doesn't fail, I can reach out. If my faith doesn't fail, I can pivot. So, just like the Savior prayed for Peter, we want 

to right now pray for you, those of you who are "Simon, Simon." "Oh, I followed him at a distance. Oh, don’t Iet the pressure get the best of me." 

This is the prayer that re-pairs. This is the prayer that brings you back to God. 

• “Right now, I believe there are many here today who have never made the decision to make Jesus the Lord of your life. I want to lead you in a prayer 

right now. This is the prayer not only that re-pairs, but this is the prayer that saves.  The Bible says if you will call on the name of the Lord, you will be 

saved. He knows your name, and now it's time for you to call his name, the name of Jesus. There is no other name in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth by which man must be saved. It is in this name.  So right now, if God is speaking to you and you realize in your heart, "This is my day to come to 

God; this is my day to give him my life," I want you to pray this prayer with me out loud and repeat after me. If you mean this with your heart… The Bible 

says that if you confess your sins, he will forgive you of all unrighteousness. So right now, if you're ready for a new beginning, I invite you to pray this 

prayer with me.  Heavenly Father, I am a sinner in need of  a savior. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Savior of the world, and today I 

make Jesus the Lord of my life.  I believe he died that I would be forgiven and rose again to give me life. I receive this new life. This is my new beginning.”

•
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Good Company Moment

In a friend group, each member brings a set of strengths that can fill certain needs in our life, but no one 

person can fill our every need. That’s the difference with God. He is all-encompassing and provides exactly 

what we need in any situation. When did God provide the following - Select one or two of these:  

provision

healing

protection

comfort

confidence

wisdom

peace

strength

direction
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Good Company Moment
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Good Company Moment
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What Charles Spurgeon says about over confidence:  

“I pause here to ask whether we have all done the like. This is a vital question. If you, my friend, are keeping 

your own soul, you have a poor keeper. You will lose your soul as surely as you attempt to be your own 

savior. Have you once for all transferred salvation work from yourself to Jesus? Are you leaning upon the 

Beloved? Are you living in him? If so, your safety is secure.  In him you dwell in a fortress and high tower, and 

no enemy shall molest you. Through time and eternity you are secure.”
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My oldest son Elijah was asking me recently about someone he follows on social media. They made a big 

statement or commitment to Jesus Christ, and then they went back on it.  They went back on it after about 

two years of being very extreme.  They were telling everybody why they were better than everybody else for 

those two years.  I told my son Elijah, "Watch out for the big swings, because anytime you see something 

swing that far this way… Guess what? Newton doesn't have to be here to tell us it's got to come back. Be 

careful for the big swings.”

When I see somebody swinging that hard in anything, a diet or discipleship, it scares me a little bit. 

Sometimes I think a step is better than a swing.  Don't get me wrong. Dramatic decisions happen in the 

presence of God…these moments where we say, "I'm leaving Egypt"; these moments where  we say, "I'm no 

longer going to live in this compromise"; those moments where we say,  "I'm stepping into this with my 

whole heart"; those moments where we say, "I'm  burning the bridges behind me, because I can't keep 

playing with this."Those moments are important, but think steps, not swings. Think pivots, those little moves 

in your life that can lead to great purpose.



Kev’s guys on-line eGroup study notes 

Page 30

Sermon Discussion: “The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025

“Just because you're heavy somewhere doesn't mean you're not happy anywhere, and just because you're 

happy somewhere doesn't mean you're not heavy anywhere. I wonder if he gives me that for a balance.  I 

wonder if the happy things are to lift me up so I don't quit and the heavy things are to keep me grounded so 

I don't get prideful. I just wish for you today, knowing that happiness and heaviness always come in pairs.”
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What was Pastor Furtick’s key points regarding the sifting process:  

Sifting defined:  

• to put flour, sugar, etc. through a sieve (= wire net shaped like a bowl) to break up large pieces

• To sift something means to pass it through a sieve or to examine something closely. 
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Sermon Discussion: “The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025

What was Pastor Furtick’s key points regarding the sifting process?

• Sometimes the sifting in your life is a sign.  It is a signal that this is a pivotal moment, that God is changing 

the season and the stage of your life, and before the season shifts, there is a sifting. 

• The more gifted you are, the more sifted you must be. 

• The reason Peter was singled out to be sifted is because he was singled out to be significant.  

• In a sifting season, you will notice your motives are exposed. In a sifting season, you will notice that fake 

friends are exposed. In a sifting season of your life, you will notice that dependencies are exposed.  In a 

sifting season of your life, you will notice that things that used to work don't work anymore.

Luke 12:48:   "From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one 
who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”

Sifting is an indicator of your potential in Christ
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Sermon Discussion: “The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025

What were Pastor’s key points when he stated that prayer that repairs and the prayer that re-pairs? 
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Sermon Discussion: “The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025

What were Pastor’s key points when he stated that prayer that repairs and the prayer that re-pairs? 

• “Jesus prophesies Peter’s destiny.  Look at verse 32, please. "When you have turned back, strengthen 
your brothers."  When. Not if…when. Not if you turn back.  Jesus knew in that moment when the 
pressure would be too great, "God, fix it. I made a mess of this. 

• Jesus says “You're going to let me down, Simon, Simon, but when I look at you, I still see Peter, because 
that's the name I gave you. That's the name I called you. That's the name I chose for you.”

• Simon is what he is acting like.  Peter is what God called Him. The two are a pair. 
• The prayer that reminds you who you really are; the prayer that reminds you what he really spoke; the 

prayer that calls you back to the essence of his Spirit and his presence, away from the dictates of your 
flesh; the  prayer that brings you back to your right mind.

• you’re not going to always be "Peter, Peter." At best, you're going to be "Simon Peter," and sometimes 
you're "Simon, Simon."
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Sermon Discussion: “The Prayer That Repairs” by Pastor Steven Furtick on February 16, 2025

“The prayer that re-pairs. See how me and Holly are standing together like this? We're a pair.  That's a visual 

illustration for you and Jesus.  You keep thinking you are paired with people, so when people leave, you think 

it's over.  You are a joint heir with Jesus. See Hebrews 7:25:  “"Therefore he is able to save completely those 

who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them." There is the prayer that 

prevents, there is the prayer that prepares, but I have a feeling I'm speaking to a few people online today, 

and even a few in the room, who’s prayer didn't prevent it.  Prayer didn't prepare. Like Simon, Simon, you 

are going through something right now, or you've been through something, where you need the prayer that 

re-pairs. The prayer that re-pairs is this: "Lord, if everything else goes away, if everything else is sifted, don't 

let this trial take my faith." Because if my faith doesn't fail, I can make it. If my faith doesn't fail, I can come 

back from this. If my faith doesn't fail, I can get resourceful. If my faith doesn't fail, I can reach out. If my faith 

doesn't fail, I can pivot. So, just like the Savior prayed for Peter, we want to right now pray for you, those of 

you who are "Simon, Simon." Don’t Iet the pressure get the best of me." This is the prayer that brings you 

back to God.”
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Back up material 
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And from his fullness, we have all received” - John chapter 1, verse 16:  additional commentary by 
Charles Spurgeon: “There is a fullness of blessings of every sort and shape; a fullness of grace to 
pardon, of grace to regenerate, of grace to sanctify, of grace to preserve, and of grace to perfect. There 
is a fullness at all times; a fullness of comfort and affliction, a fullness of guidance and prosperity.  
Come believer, and get all of your needs supplied; ask largely in your receive largely, for this fullness is 
exhaustible and is treasured up where all the needy may reach it, even in Jesus - Emmanuel God is 
with us.
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Sermon Discussion: “Where You Meet With God” – by Pastor Furtick on Sunday, Jan. 12, 2025

Closing Prayer #4:  “May this be a year of recovery for you.  May this be a year of clarity for you, for God to 

bring things up out of the muddy Jordan River. May this be a year that you don't stand swinging your stick, 

knowing this isn't working anymore. May this be a year that you don't just keep pretending like everything is 

fine when you know your effectiveness is at the bottom of the water.  God will you come with me?  The 

answer is "Yes." He already promised his presence. It lives inside of you. May this be the year where the 

place where you meet with God becomes the mountaintop  of your victory and the valley of your midnight.  

The place you meet with God has been too small. If church is the only place you meet with God, the place 

you meet with God is too small. Expand your expectation of God's presence. I declare over your life a year of 

expansion. Not just that you would get more stuff but that you would  get more him. May this be the year of 

his presence in your life.  "God, come with me to work this year. God, come with me as I struggle to sleep at 

night. God, come with me into the challenge this year. God, come with me into the uncertainty. Will you 

come?" He says, "Yes," and he says, "When it falls, I'll show you where to reach to get it back." 



Kev’s guys on-line eGroup study notes 

Page 39

Sermon Discussion: “The Battle Made Me” by Stephen Chandler from Union Church in MD – on Jan. 5, 2025 

Daily devotional Spurgeon quote from 12/26/2024

“The reed is spongy and hollow - there is no substance in it.  The reed lives in water and owes its 

very existence to the moisture. Let the water drain away, and the reed withers - do I only serve 

God when I am in good company - when faith is profitable and respectful?  Do I love the Lord 

only when I am enjoying comforts from His hands?  The reed cannot grow without water - but 

the Lord‘s plants can and do flourish, even when there’s a drought - A godly man (and woman) 

often grows best when his/her circumstances are daunting - Lord - let me find my life in you and 

not in the shifting sands of this world’s favor or gain.”
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Sermon Discussion: “God Gave It To Me” by Pastor Steven Furtick on Nov. 17, 2024 

Closing Prayer on 11/17/2024:  “I want to pray over those things in your life right now, whether 

they are gifts or glitches.  I want you to see them as in the same hands, the hands of God.  

There's something significant God is trying to get you to take responsibility for today. As you take 

responsibility for that thing, he is calling you to reframe it and refocus it. The starting place is not 

the problem; the starting place is God.  So now, God, we worship you because you're great. We 

thank you for all of the battles you've won for your people. We thank you for all of the times 

that all we had was a donkey's jawbone, but you did it.  He's the one who cleansed you.  He's 

the one who set you free.  God, we're not going to get to this place in our lives and think we 

have to do it by ourselves. We have a really good record of what you've done.”



Kev’s guys on-line eGroup study notes 

Page 41

Outstanding theology Here – I really lean in when Pastor Furtick talks about Gideon in Judges 6:  

“When God Goes In” by Pastor Steven Furtick – March 27, 2023

”Make Peace With Your Strength” by Pastor Steven Furtick – April 2, 2023

”Breaking The Bondage Of Wrong Belief” by Pastor Steven Furtick on 8/11/2024

Power quote from Pastor Furtick on 8/11/2024:  “They have come into a land whose customs have become 

their captivity. They have come into a land that God gave them, and the customs of that land have become 

their captivity. The Lord says, "Gideon, I want to use you to lead a revolt and a revolution. I'm going to enable 

you, strengthen you, supply you, and give the  enemy into your hand, and you will strike them all down." 

Gideon said, "Me? I'm the least in my family. My clan is the least in the nation. Why me?" God said, "Why 

you? Because me." God turns 2s into 10s instantly. Only God can do that.  The beauty of this is God doesn't 

say, "Gideon, I'm going to put you through a preparation process. This is going to take three years to get it 

done." He has actually been preparing Gideon while Gideon has been hidden. Do you know God has been 

preparing you while you have been hidden too? Do you know God has been giving you tools, resources, 

lessons, words, and confirmations while you have been in the cave of what you perceive to be your 

abandonment and wasted season?”
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Sermon notes – “The Gift Of Grief” by Lisa Harper – on July 7, 2024

Awesome prayer by Lisa Harper on 7/7/2024 – in the sanctuary, most of the congregation is standing – those in grief are sitting – remarkable 

moment:  

• Closing Prayer:  “I'm near to those whose lives feel crushed today - this low point in your life 

- if you bring it to the Lord – He will lead you to a place of intimacy - a place of personal 

revival - that you probably haven't had the faith to carry – lower your pretense in this family 

of God - For those of you who are grieving - if the Holy Spirit confirms - would you be 

audacious enough to even right now say thank you God I'm going to choose to be grateful 

for this grief? - I can't see around the corner of my circumstances - yet I really do believe You 

will answer and I really do believe you're enough - and I really do believe you're close to the 

brokenhearted - and so I'm going to choose right now - I'm going to say thank you - I don't 

feel it yet - but I'm going to say thank you for this grief because somehow - some way you're 

going to use even this dead-dog of a season to make me more dependent on you - to make 

me lean into my brothers and sisters more closely - you're going to build in me a heart of 

flesh instead of allowing me to hide my heart of stone - King Jesus come and bring Revival - 

King Jesus come and bring healing - Thank you God.” 
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Have a good navigational beacon in 2022:  

“Life and Leadership at the Highest” A quote from an unknown author and requoted by Pastor Tim Keller in 
his sermon “This is Jesus” part 4 “Two Grieving Sisters Encounter Jesus” at Oxford University in 2016:   “The 
accounts of Him in the New Testament speak for themselves – He combines qualities that no one has ever 
seen – despite his incredible claims, we never see him pompous, offended, or standing on his own dignity.  
Despite being absolutely approachable to the weakest and most broken people, he is completely fearless 
before the powerful and the corrupt.  Despite being weary and lonely, we find him remarkably human - filled 
with joy, fear, love, and anger. Yet, we never see him Moody.  We never see him being inconsistent.  We 
never see Him strong when He should be tender and we never see Him tender when He should be strong.  
Most interesting of all – Of all his encounters with people - we are continuously surprised – shocking us - but 
never disappointing us – it is difficult for us to imagine words that Jesus ought to have said or deeds that he 
ought to have done.  Nothing he has done ever falls short - in fact He is always surprising us - because He is 
incomparably better than what we could imagine for ourselves.  Why?  These are the surprises of perfection 
– He has tenderness without weakness – He has strength without harshness – humility without the slightest 
lack of confidence – unhesitating authority without the slightest sense of self-absorption – Holy and 
unbending convictions without the slightest lack of approachability – power without insensitivity – passion 
without prejudice – there is never a false step – there’s never a jarring no – this is life at the highest.” 
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