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From 1882 to 1968, 4,743 lynchings occurred in the U.S., according to records maintained by NAACP. 
Other accounts, including the Equal Justice Initiative's extensive report on lynching, count slightly 
different numbers, but it's impossible to know for certain how many lynchings occurred because there 
was no formal tracking. Many historians believe the true number is underreported.

The highest number of lynchings during that time period occurred in Mississippi, with 581 recorded. 
Georgia was second with 531, and Texas was third with 493. Lynchings did not occur in every state. There 
are no recorded lynchings in Arizona, Idaho, Maine, Nevada, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wisconsin.

Black people were the primary victims of lynching: 3,446, or about 72 percent of the people lynched, 
were Black. But they weren't the only victims of lynching. Some white people were lynched for helping 
Black people or for being anti-lynching. Immigrants from Mexico, China, Australia, and other countries 
were also lynched.
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