
Elevation Church Sermon Notes – “Take Your Notes On The Boat!” by Pastor Steven Furtick - August 3, 2026 

 

Love week recap:  

60,000 Volunteeer hours  

$1.4M given to outreach partners – remarkable.   

 

Kev’s Charles Spurgeon Moment:  “We know that for those who love God, all things work together for the good.” 

Romans 8:28 - Additional commentary by Charles Spurgeon: “Upon some points, the believer is absolutely sure. He 

knows, for instance, that God sits in the center of the vessel when it rocks the most.  The believer looks over the 

raging Waters, and sees the spirit of Jesus walking on the water - and hears a voice saying “it is I - do not be afraid.” 

Every event - as yet - has worked out the most divinely blessed results.  And so believing that God rules all - that He 

governs wisely - that he brings good out of evil - the believer’s heart is assured - and we are learning to meet each 

trial calmly when it comes.  His method is sublime, and his heart is profoundly kind - God has never too early and 

never behind!” 

 

Sermon Summary:  Have you ever wished God would explain why you're going through something? You don't always 

need a new word from God — sometimes you need to remember the one He's already spoken. If you've been looking for 

peace, clarity, or confidence in a difficult season, discover how God's Word can help you trust Him even before you have 

all the answers. 

 

Sermon Highlights  

• There is a difference between hearing an explanation and having a demonstration. 

• God has a word for you, and it can be personal and it can be powerful, but it cannot be either of those if you do not 

process it. So take notes.  

• I am going to take the investment of God's Word and see a return on it. 

• He teaches deeply… But He does not always give the details.  

• You’ve got the Word that you need for the wind that you didn’t even know you were going to face.  

• We have to take what God gave us on the shore and apply it in the storm. 

• I know it feels like we’re going under, but He said we’re going over. 

• “Take your notes on the boat” has two meanings: a.  Learn what He’s trying to TEACH you in this storm. and b. Take 

what God TAUGHT you into your next challenge.  

• There’s something God’s trying to teach you in the storm that He couldn’t teach you on the shore. 

• The wind is a gift, it’s God’s whiteboard; that’s where He starts teaching you the greatest lessons. 

• If you feel like God’s not speaking to you, He might be speaking to the storm instead.  

• You keep waiting for an explanation. What if He wants to give you a demonstration instead?  

 

Scriptures 

Mark 4:33-41:  33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He 

did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained 

everything. Jesus Calms the Storm 35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other 

side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with 

him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the 

stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 39 He got 

up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.   



40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”  41 They were terrified and asked each 

other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 

 

Mark 4:1:  4 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a 

boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. 

Mark 5:1-2:  5 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an 

impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 

 

Sermon Discussion 

• "God has a word for you, and it can be personal and it can be powerful, but it cannot be either of those if you do 

not process it. So take notes." Kev note:  All wisdom is the product of digestion, reflection, and repetition.   

• "You've got the Word that you need for the wind that you didn't even know you were going to face."  

• "Take your notes on the boat." What's one lesson from this season that you want to carry into whatever comes next? 

• "If you feel like God's not speaking to you, He might be speaking to the storm instead." Share a time that you looked 

back and realized God was working through a difficult season, even when you couldn't see it at the time.  

• "You keep waiting for an explanation. What if He wants to give you a demonstration instead?"  

 

Prayer Prompt from Elevation Church:  “Lord, even when it feels like we’re going under, You say we’re going to make it. 

Thank You for always delivering us to our next destination and teaching us through every storm. Please help us take 

notes as You teach us and return to our notes whenever we need evidence of Your faithfulness. In the absence of 

explanations, when we’re feeling confused, uncertain, or frustrated, please speak to the storms in our lives and 

command them to be still. We love You and we trust You. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 

 

Additional Content from Elevation Church:  Go deeper: It Is Well With My Soul - Take some time as a group to read aloud 

these lyrics to the hymn “It Is Well With My Soul,” written by Horatio Spafford in 1873 while mourning a tragic loss.  

 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 

My sin, not in part but the whole 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul! 

 

AI generated sermon recap:   

 

Applying God’s Word in Storms: Notes on the Boat 

 

Overview: A sermon in week three of the series “I know that voice,” urging believers to move from merely hearing 

descriptions of God’s word to personally experiencing and applying it, especially in life’s storms. Central text: Mark 4:33–

41 (parables, the boat, the storm, Jesus calming wind and waves). Core charge: “Take your notes on the boat” — bring 

what God speaks on the shore into the storm, and also learn new lessons that can only be taught in the storm. 

 

Context and Opening 



• Congregational prayer and praise: blessing neighbors, declaring life and God’s presence; “chains broken,” “healing, 

salvation, and deliverance” by the Holy Spirit; worship of “the Lamb” who opened the scroll. 

• Series framing: “I know that voice” — recognizing and trusting God’s voice amid competing voices and fears. 

• Community notes: thanks for “Love Week” generosity; welcome to global “EFAM”; mention of a gifted shirt from a 

visiting pastor from India (name not recalled). 

 

Scripture Focus 

• Mark 4:33–34: Jesus taught crowds with parables “as much as they could understand,” then explained everything 

privately to his disciples. 

• Mark 4:35–41: After teaching, Jesus said, “Let us go over to the other side.” A furious squall arose; Jesus slept in the 

stern on a cushion. Disciples cried, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” Jesus rebuked wind and waves: “Quiet, be 

still,” and asked, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They marveled: “Who is this? Even the wind and 

the waves obey him.” 

 

Description vs. Experience; Depth vs. Detail 

• Hearing about God (description) differs from encountering him (experience). Crowds received declarations; 

disciples received explanations and then a demonstration. 

• God often speaks simply yet deeply (e.g., forgiveness, purity, discipline). The challenge is not comprehension but 

implementation — letting the word go deep enough to change behavior. 

• Jesus teaches deeply but doesn’t always give details; he prepared them with teaching but did not pre-announce the 

storm. 

 

Personal Processing of God’s Word 

• Illustration: the pastor’s childhood friend texts him every Sunday at 3 p.m. with what God spoke personally during 

the sermon, later hand-copying a year’s worth into a notebook. He replays the sermon audio, checks transcripts, and 

discusses the message at home — modeling deliberate processing. 

• Analogy: If a money manager handled your investments the way you manage God’s word, would you keep them? 

God’s voice is an investment that must be stewarded (recorded, revisited, applied). 

• Parable Insights Recalled from Mark 4 

• Mustard seed: Don’t despise small starts; significance is measured by depth, not visible size. Small, consistent steps 

(e.g., early sobriety days, brief daily Bible reading) can yield lasting impact. 

• Sower and soils: The word can be snatched, scorched, or choked; but in good soil it bears “30, 60, 100-fold.” 

Sometimes you know “that’s for me” before you fully grasp its meaning — take it to God and trusted believers over 

days. 

• Lessons from the Boat and the Storm 

• Key word to carry: “Let us go over to the other side.” They had the word needed for the wind they didn’t foresee. 

“Faith comes by hearing” (Romans 10:17); Jesus expected faith proportional to the word they’d received. 

• Application over anxiety: They took notes on the shore but put the notebook away in the boat. The call: pull out the 

notes in the storm and live them. 

• Illustration: The family dog, Bo, runs to the “alpha” during storms — likewise, find Jesus in your storm; he is in 

control even when silent or sleeping. 

• Demonstration over explanation: Jesus was still “teaching” while sleeping; if he said “we’re going to the other side,” 

no storm can stop that word. 

• “He said something”: Hold to the specific promise spoken before the storm. If he said “over,” you are not going 

under. 



 

Take Your Notes on the Boat — Two Meanings 

• Carry prior teaching into present trouble: Don’t just like the word; live it when winds rise. 

• Learn what only storms can teach: The wind is a gift — God’s whiteboard. Faith grows by applying the word 

against opposition (e.g., choosing self-control in traffic, showing grace to a sassy child, practicing forgiveness in 

difficult relationships). 

Jesus Speaks Storm 

• Contrast: Jonah slept because he didn’t care; Jesus slept because he was in control. 

• When disciples cried to the Teacher, he spoke to the storm (“Quiet, be still”). If God seems silent toward you, he may 

be addressing your storm. 

• Analogy: Like discovering a father is fluent in Spanish, the disciples discovered Jesus is “fluent” in storm. Jesus can 

command fear, depression, and even suicidal thoughts to release and be still. 

• From Teacher to Lord; The Other Side - Title shift: Before the storm they called him Teacher; after witnessing the 

wind and waves obey, they recognized him as Lord.  Mark 5:1–8: Upon arrival in the Gerasenes, Jesus commanded 

an impure spirit to come out; the demons, like the wind, knew his voice. His rest reflected confidence in the 

assignment awaiting on the other side. 

• Assurance: You won’t drown in Mark 4 because Mark 5 awaits — like a series where the protagonist appears in 

future previews, Jesus’ mission (and yours with him) continues beyond the present storm. 

• Affirmation of the gospel: “My sin, not in part but the whole, is nailed to the cross” — leading to the confession “It is 

well with my soul.” 

 

Next Steps / Actions 

• Write down what God speaks; revisit it through the week, and discuss with trusted believers. 

• Get alone with Jesus to seek his personal explanation and application for you. 

• In any storm, recall and declare the last clear word (“Let us go over to the other side”); act in alignment with it. 

• Treat adversity as training: apply the word against the wind (self-control, grace, forgiveness) and let faith grow 

through practice. 

• When fear rises, run to Jesus’ presence; trust that he can and does speak to your storm. 

 

Sermon transcript – AI generated:   

 

• Opening Prayer:  Come on, put your hand on the shoulder of the person on either side of you. Come on, let's link 

up - Father, in the name of Jesus, I declare in the name of Jesus that the person on my right and the person on my 

left is blessed, not cursed. They will live and not die. They will declare the works of the Lord in the land of the 

living. Father, I thank you that this is the day that You have made. I will rejoice and be glad in it. I give You praise 

for what You've done. For who you are and what you're gonna do.   Do what you wanna do - I think the room is 

ready for a miracle.  Shout unto God with a voice of triumph. We give you praise and honor and glory, Lord. This is 

your house. We are your people.  I thank you for faith in the room today. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I declare 

chains broken today. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I declare healing, salvation, and deliverance today. But I also 

want to say that if you never did anything else, you have already given us the greatest gift to know you, to be 

called by your name. So we love you and it's our joy to celebrate you. We celebrate you for who you are. You're a 

great God, a worthy God, a holy God. Nobody could open the scroll, but the Lamb did. The Lamb that was seen on 

the throne opened the scroll. And we give you the praise. In Jesus' name. Everybody say amen.  

• This is week three of our series – “I Know That Voice.” Touch your neighbor and say, I know that voice. I got a lot of 

things talking to me right now. A lot of fears talking to me. A lot of different voices trying to get in my head. But I 



know that voice. And I'm going to make it because I know that voice. And I'm going to get through this because I 

know that voice. And it has been such just an eye-opening last few weeks in the series.  

• Yeah, we're going to get into the word now. Thank you to each and every one of you that... that sewed into our love 

week this week and made it so incredible and special.  

• Thank you for your giving. Thank you for your time. Thank you for putting your heart into it. I know a lot of people, a 

lot of people are smiling bigger this week because of you and such a privilege to be your pastor. Today, we wanna 

welcome our EFAM all around the world and share in this scripture. Let's go ahead and clap our hands and thank 

God for them.  

• I'm assuming Different countries that join us last week or I think two weeks ago There was a pastor here from India 

and he gave me this shirt and he left it for me And so I wish I had written down his name, but I will send him a thank 

you note right now That's one. Thank you in front of the whole world for sure Jesus on I love Jesus. You love Jesus. 

Hey, my love Jesus in this place. 

• All right, let me get organized we're gonna be in mark chapter 4 and verse number 33 through 41. Or 41. That'd be 

weird, wouldn't it? We went backwards to verse 31. All right, I'm excited. It's going to sound like these two things I 

read you don't go together, but they really, really do. And you'll see how they go together when we're done. But look 

at Mark chapter 4, verse 33. The scripture says, “With many similar parables, Jesus spoke the word to them as much 

as they could understand. Not as much as he could articulate, as much as they could understand. Not as much as he 

knew, as much as they could understand. Not as much as he had, as much as they could handle. And he spoke to 

them as much as they could understand the parables. He did not say anything to them without using a parable. when 

he was alone with his own disciples he explained everything that day when evening came he said to his disciples let 

us go over to the other side leaving the crowd behind they took him along just as he was in the boat there were also 

other boats with him a furious squall came up and the waves broke over the boat so that it was nearly swamped 

Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "'Teacher, don't you care if we 

drown?' He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the waves, "'Quiet, be still.' Then the wind died down, and it was 

completely calm. He said to his disciples, "'Why are you so afraid? "'Do you still have no faith? They were terrified 

and asked each other, who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him. Let's clap our hands and thank God for his 

word today.  

• You may be seated.  

• You may be seated. Now those of you who are at this location, grab that elevation pin that we gave you when you 

came in and that worship guide that we gave you. And I want you to write down the title of my message today as we 

get started. If you're watching online, I want you to put it in the comments. If you're watching live, put it in the chat. 

And the title of my message is this.  

• Make sure you write this down. Take your notes on the boat.  

• Put it in the chat, please, the comments section. Take your notes on the boat. I do notice that some of you take those 

pins we give you every week, and I never see you write anything down that I say when I'm preaching. By the way, 

quick tip. If you're a server in a restaurant, and I ever sit down at your table, and you slip me an elevation pin, I will 

double your tip. Do it. And I already tipped good to begin with. So just imagine what percentage range we're talking. 

If you slipped me an elevation pin. on the boat. Did you write that down? I did. That's fine. Take your notes on the 

boat. They're putting it all over the comments on YouTube too. Okay, good. Take your notes on the boat.  

• Now let me ask you a question. Have you ever had this happen to you? Have you ever watched a movie and then 

tried to describe the movie to somebody that didn't see it? And as you're describing it, you see a look in their eyes. 

This just like, you know, this is not this is not really going that good. And they say back to you, I guess you have to be 

there. Yeah, you should go see. You should go see his presence. Have you ever done that before? Raise your hand if 

you've done that before. Okay. Second question. Have you ever tried to tell a dream to somebody that you had, and 

you start trying to describe the dream? Right. And the more that you start trying to describe the dream, the more 

that you feel You know, like I tell Holly, I was preaching.  



• I was like preaching, but it was at elevation, but it wasn't at elevation. It was like baseball field, but it was like, I 

wasn't preaching on the field, I was preaching in the bathroom. And I was holding a microphone, but it wasn't a 

microphone, it was a French fry. It was a big French fry, it was a French fry. It was also a microphone. Trust me, it's 

crazy. You can't stop these. So have you ever heard a sermon? And when you went to try... to tell somebody else how 

the sermon spoke to you. You're like, man, I went to church. It was great, it was amazing, it was fun, it was so good. 

He talked about like stuff and it was good. And it was really good. Here, let me get out my notes. And then you start 

reading them your notes and that doesn't make it better. It just makes it worse. So then you send them the link and 

they never watch it, but if they would watch it, they would see that it was amazing. But see, there's a, there's a 

difference between a description and an experience. And the reason is frustrating to try to tell somebody how good 

the Odyssey is, is because you have the experience and you're trying to give them the description, but, but all you 

can tell them is there's like storms and bad stuff happens and it's really good. they're just getting the description.  

• In the dream, you had the experience. You were immersed in it. It was real or the real. Your subconscious was telling 

you stuff that your conscious doesn't know. And you had the experience. But when you try to move from experience 

to description, you can get lost in translation. And you start trying to tell somebody, man, I'm really getting a lot out 

of the word. God is speaking to me. And he was just speaking to me about peace. And you're like, hey, what about 

peace? I don't know. I I can't really say you don't have anxiety. And when you still have anxiety, but but I got peace. 

So so you don't you don't have that problem. Yeah, I got the problem, but I got peace.  

• And the more you kind of explain it to them, the stranger it gets to them because they're getting the description and 

you're having the experience. I've got the problem and the peace, the experiences, I've got the anxiety. And I've got 

the word of God walking me through it.  

• The experiences, my life situation hasn't improved, but my loyalty to the Lord is increasing day by day. There's a 

difference.  

• In Mark chapter four, we see a sharp distinction between the crowds and the disciples. The crowds are getting a 

description of the kingdom of God and the disciples are having an experience. There is a difference and I thought it'd 

be helpful for us today to talk about what happens when you hear the word of God, when you get a word from God, 

because sometimes God gives you something that is very, very valuable, but it doesn't go deep enough to make a 

difference in your life.  

• I am concerned that God is giving us more than enough instruction, but sometimes there is too little 

implementation to make the word flesh. In your life. And sometimes it means that God will speak something to 

you. That is so powerful. So profound. And so personal. And it doesn't get a chance to go deep. Now when we say 

deep. We don't mean complicated. Because some of the deepest things that God will speak to you. Will be some 

of the most easy to understand. And the most difficult to do. Isn't it the truth? Sometimes God will speak to you 

about forgiveness. To forgive is hard, it's grueling. You have to do it over and over again, but the choice is simple. 

I've got to let this go. I've got to let this go.  

• Somebody say, I've got to let this go. Amen. And so the problem sometimes when God speaks to you about 

something like forgiveness or purity or a discipline in your life, something that he wants to show you, it will sound so 

simple and it won't go deep, and then it doesn't make the difference.  

• Now, in Mark chapter four, verse 33, The Bible says that Jesus would speak to the crowds with parallels, and then he 

would pull the disciples aside and explain everything to them when he was alone with his own disciples. I want you 

to see the contrast, because my entire message hangs on it today. He would declare to the crowds, he would give 

them a declaration, and then he would pull the disciples aside for an explanation. And in verse 34 it says, he was 

alone with them to explain everything.  

• How amazing would it be to get an after school tutorial with Jesus about the word of God? After all, he is the word of 

God. How would you like to be able to ask the word of God about the word of God? That would be an amazing class 

to sign up for. Well, the disciples had Jesus preaching to them along with and explaining to them alone what he said 

to the crowd. And I think it's so important to note that he would explain it to them when he was alone with them.  



• Do you ever get alone with God about the words that he gives you? I mentioned last week how when I prepare my 

sermons, I have different people in my mind that I'm thinking of when I prepare. How many of you have heard that 

last week? I talked about who's your jury when you're living your life. Who are the people that you put in your mind 

when you're making decisions? Are they going to approve? Are they going to judge me? Are they gonna think I did a 

good job? And when I preach, I try to put people in the seats like Mike Mitchell, try to put people in the seats like 

Jesus, I try to put people in the seats that I know so I can minister to them. And one of the people I mentioned is my 

best friend from childhood named Eric.  

• And every week I preach, he's on the second row. And every week before I preach, I put him in the chair and I just 

picture him and I start preaching to him. And I start preaching real good in my mind. And I never say it as good out 

loud as I said it in my mind. You should hear the sermon in my head before I preach it. It's so good because I'm 

speaking so specifically. But you know what, after I preach every week, and I wanted to tell you this too, about 3 p.m. 

my phone buzzes. And I always know it's here. And I know that every week at 3 p.m. I'm gonna get a text message 

from him. And it's gonna be long. And it's going to tell me what God spoke to him that day. He's been doing this for 

seven years. And he's never missed a Sunday. Never. Sometimes he was 30 minutes late. When it gets to 3.30 and my 

phone isn't buzzing, I start having a panic attack. Like, oh, that must have been terrible today. Eric has to take it. He 

always texts me. But then... Every October for the last few years, he gave me one of these. And this notebook is 

handwritten, every single text that he sent me that year, with every single thing that God spoke to him through the 

sermon that I preached. And he copies it in handwriting.  

• And he doesn't just say, here were your three points, because I know those. Those were in my notes. These are his 

notes. And in his notes, he says, when you said this, God said that. When you said this to them, God said this to me 

because there is a difference between hearing an explanation and having a demonstration. And what he's saying 

every week when he sends that text at 3 p.m. How does he send it at 3 p.m.? The sermon doesn't even go live until 

5. He hits record on the voice memo of his phone and bootlegs my sermon because he can't wait till the sermon 

goes up and pulls up the transcript so that he can go back through the notes that he missed and listens to it and then 

sits with his wife and says, what did you hear from the sermon today? I think God was trying to tell you this. I don't 

know if he ever does that. Don't do that. But this is what God said to me.  

• This is where it gets personal to me. Did you know that God wants to say something to you personal? Yes, you. God 

wants to say something to you personal today. You through the camera. You in India. You in Lafayette, Indiana. You 

on the fourth row in Valentine. You at Riverwalk. You in the hospital room. You driving in the car. You on the 

treadmill. You curling 45-pound dumbbells in the gym.  

• Listen to me. Try not to lust in the gym. God has a word for you. and it can be powerful, but it cannot be either of 

those if you do not process it. So just touch somebody and say, take notes. That's all I'm trying to say is take notes.  

• When God gives a word to you, write it down somewhere, not just on a page, but in your heart. Put it down 

somewhere. Don't just keep coming and getting words that you never water. Don't just keep coming to church and 

hearing things and when they ask you about it Monday, what do the preachers say? You say stuff. That's something 

you can pull out and say, I'll tell you what he said. He told me that if I'll get alone with Jesus, Jesus will speak to me. 

He'll pull me aside.  

• He'll tell me things about raising my kids that I can't learn from a psychology book. He'll tell me things about dealing 

with addiction that I can't even learn from counseling. Jesus speaks to me. So he pulled him aside, see. And he said, 

you know that parable I shared? Here's what it means. So imagine that the disciples would take copious notes 

because when he's getting done sharing this very deep parable, if I say deep, about the kingdom of God is like a 

mustard seed, they write that down.  

• The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. And then when they would give him a loan seed, they'd poemicize him 

and they'd say, hey, Jesus, imagine this like Peter. He's like, I know what you mean by mustard seed, but I'm not sure 

John would. He knows what you meant. So why don't you break it down for John? Because I wrote down this thing 

about the mustard seed. So maybe you just go a little deeper on that. And you take him a little deeper. He said, you 



know what happens with the mustard seed? It's like something that starts small and then all the birds of the air nest 

in its branches.  

• So don't despise small starts in your life because something that looks so insignificant could end up having a 

legacy. Don't despise five days of sobriety. Don't despise 15 days of sobriety. Don't despise a decision to read your 

Bible for five minutes a day because it starts small, but it's significant. See, God doesn't judge significance by size 

of the seed. He judges it by depth of the word.  

• And so some of the greatest things God will do in your life, don't diminish them because they may look small, but it 

may be deep. He would just explain. How about that parable you shared? Because it said he taught many parables. In 

fact, go all the way back up to the beginning of Mark chapter 4. I feel the Holy Spirit in this place today. I'm excited 

about what God is going to show us. It says, again, Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around 

him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake while all the people were along the shore at the 

water's edge. And he started talking to them.  

• And they started, I'm sure Matthew was taking notes because he was a tax collector. He was a record keeper. So, I 

mean, Jesus says, the kingdom of heaven is like a man who goes to scatter seeds. Like a farmer who scatters seeds, 

and some of them fell on the path, and some of them fell and got eaten up by the birds, and some of them got 

scorched by the sun, and some of them got choked out by the thorns, but some of them fell in good soil, and it 

produced 30, 60, and 100-fold in good return. And you can't ride fast enough. What did he say, 30, 60, and 100-fold? 

No, I think he said 30, 40, and 100-fold. No, he said 30, 60, and 100-fold, not 30, 40, and 100-fold. He said, okay, 30, 

60, 100-fold. And then we're going to ask him later, Jesus, what do you mean about that 30, 60, and 100-fold? 

Sometimes when God is speaking to you, you don't even have to know what it means to know that it hits you deep. 

Isn't that true? Have you ever just had the Lord say something to you and you're like, ooh, that's for me? What does 

it mean? I don't know. I'm going to ask him later. I'm going to take this word Sunday afternoon. I'm going to take this 

word Monday. I'm going to take this word Tuesday. I'm going to talk about it to people. I'm going to ask friends that I 

can trust who are also walking with Jesus. I'm going to take the investment of God's word and see a return on it.  

• I have a question. How many of you have a money manager that looks after your money somewhere where you 

invest your money? Okay, here's the question. If your money manager managed your money. the way you manage 

the investment of God's word, would you keep it? Because when God gives you words, when God speaks to you, it's 

an investment. His voice is an investment. And so if God is just speaking all this stuff, imagine that God is entrusting 

you with his word. And so God's giving you a word. God's giving you something.  

• And every time he speaks, he gives you something. And then imagine if you went to your money manager and you 

thought, hey, that money that I've been giving you the last couple years, what could you do with it? And it's like, I 

don't know, I don't really write it down or anything. You didn't write it down?  

• So lest we get into a condemnation conversation about taking notes, and my notes are better than your notes, and I 

have more colors of highlighter. You can highlight your way through. Because the people who knew the Bible the 

best were the Pharisees and they killed Jesus. So, I mean, you can circle adjectives and nouns and verbs. That's 

grammar, not God. That's an explanation, not an experience.  

• Somebody say an experience. An experience is when God gives you a word and then that word is tested. Because 

watch this. After all day long with Jesus. hearing him teach about the kingdom of God, hearing him expound upon 

the principles and terribles. He says something very interesting in verse 35. It says, that day when evening came, he 

said to his disciples, let us go over to the other side.  

• Now notice what he did not mention when he invited them to get in the boat and go to the other side. He did not 

find it significant to mention to them that by going to the other side, and obeying his instructions, they would face a 

storm so furious that their very lives would be threatened. He left that part out. And now I've got to know 

something. Why would a Jesus who explained everything to his disciples not tell them about a storm they were 

about to face in an hour? It's because Jesus teaches deep, but he doesn't always give details.  



• He teaches deeply. He teaches deeply how to trust him. He teaches deeply about surrender, but he does not always 

give the details, which is why the disciples were totally surprised by the storm.  

• We were just listening to him teach on the shore all day, and that was wonderful. And we got so many notes. But 

now. It looks like we're not even going to be able to go over our notes because we're about to die. And we don't 

even know where we're going.  

• Our dog, Bo, has two fears in life. One is suitcases and one is storms. Anytime we start packing a suitcase, he starts to 

tremble in shame. Because I guess we may never come back this time. How many of you have a dog that doesn't like 

to see when you roll the suitcases out? So that's normal? Because I was thinking about getting some dog therapy, but 

that's normal? I was thinking about getting some medication, but that's normal? That's normal? And then the other 

thing is a storm. I'm telling you, I was looking for confirmation this morning that this was the right message to preach 

to you. And I was down there at the dining room table, looking at all the empty chairs, thinking about preaching to 

you this message called Take Your Notes on the boat. And I was thinking about preaching how sometimes God gives 

us something and we go into a storm that we didn't see coming. And we have to find a God that we are still getting 

to know in the middle of a storm that we didn't see coming. And as I was sitting at the table, I heard Bo coming down 

the stairs because I don't know who Bo's favorite is in the house. But anytime there's a storm, he knows who to go 

to. He has to find the alpha. And so anytime there's a storm and it starts to scare him, he doesn't want mom. He can 

get a treat for mom. But when a storm comes, he needs to find the master of the house. That's right. Because he 

knows I need to get next to the most powerful person in this house.  

• I don't know what this sound means. I don't know what this ring means. But I know who runs this joint. And I'm 

going to get at his feet. I hear God saying to somebody, find Jesus in your storm. He's the Alpha and the Omega. All 

right.  

• All right. Sit down. Let me preach. You need to take notes. So they find Jesus, Jesus the teacher who has been 

teaching all day. And the teacher who has been speaking all day is not pacing around the bed. He's not pacing, he's 

not sitting, he's not even praying. He is doing something very spiritual. And you're thinking to yourself like I'm 

thinking, Jesus, they need you to teach them what to do in the storm.  

• Jesus, I need you to teach me what to do about this problem. Jesus, I need you to teach me what to do with this 

anxiety. Jesus, I need you to teach me what to do with this. Jesus, I need you to teach me what to do in this crisis. 

And he said, I'm still teaching while I'm sleeping. Because I'm teaching you. I'm teaching you. That if I told you. We're 

going to the other side. No storm. Can stop us. See I think when they were taking notes. They stopped writing too 

soon. Because they wrote down the parable. Of the soils and the sowers. The birds snatched the seed, and the sun 

scorched the sea, and the thorns choked the seed, and some 30, some 60, some 100-fold, and first the head, then 

the sprout, and all this stuff that they wrote. And then they got in the boat, and they put up their notes. But don't 

you think the reason he was speaking to them all day was to get them ready for this storm that they didn't know 

they were gonna face? And don't you think the reason to tear you for something that you didn't even know that you 

were going to face. And I came to tell you, you've got the word for you that you need for the wind that you didn't 

even know you were going to face.  

• You've already got the word that you would need for the wind that you didn't know you were going to face. See, 

while he was teaching all day, Romans 10, 17 says, comes by hearing and hearing the word of God the reason he was 

surprised at their lack of faith is because he had given them so much work how can I give you so much work and you 

still have so little faith how can I invest so much how can I bring you from so far how can I do so much you look at 

your life you already beat the odds you look at your life you already should have been a statistic You look at your life. 

There have already been such darknesses in your life.  

• You look at your life. There have already been so many things that you were uniquely qualified for. Not unqualified 

for. Uniquely qualified for. And now you think God can't use you? And now you think God doesn't got you? And now 

you think this storm is going to stop something that you didn't even start to begin with? So Peter is panicking, and 



John might be even a little freaked out. And everybody's rocking on the boat, and it's like, whoa, it was awesome on 

the shore. But now we've got to take what God gave us on the shore and apply it in the storm.  

• And here's what I know. Here's what I know. If they would have pulled out their notes, see. on the boat, not just on 

the shore. It's wonderful to study the word of God in here. It is wonderful to quote this. It is wonderful. Make a 

graphic and like this sermon, but don't just like it, live it. Live it. Take your notes on the boat. Take your notes into the 

storm. Find the feet of the master in the storm. Because he said something. He said something. Touch your people's 

hands. He said something. He said something. Come on, it's an interactive sermon.  

• Touch three other people. Say, he said something. Come on, touch 12 people like 12 disciples. Say, he said 

something. He said something. He put it in the chat. He said something. He said something.  

• Maybe Matthew speaks up about this time. Peter's panicking. We're going to die. He doesn't care. You know, fear will 

start shouting crazy things to you when you start taking on water. When your boat starts to get small. When you read 

the doctor report, I thought it was going to be better. I've been on this treatment. It's not any better. How am I going 

to live without my mom? She's getting sicker. She doesn't even remember me. Maybe God has forgotten us. That's 

what the disciples said. You don't even care that we perish. You don't even care. You taught us all day. You said the 

kingdom was like this and the kingdom is like this. And then here comes the storm and the storm. in that moment 

was louder than his voice.  

• Have you ever had a storm that was louder than his voice? Well now I can't hear the voice of God because it's 

drowned out by the doubt. The storm is louder than the Lord. I wish they would have took out their notebook. 

Because I know one of them. I don't know who. I think it might have been Andrew. I think Andrew wrote down, 

Something. He says, wait a minute, wait a minute. I know we're going through a storm right now.  

• Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know your heart is broken right now. Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know you're still 

dealing with this. Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know they're talking about you. Wait a minute, wait a minute. I 

know you lost your job. Wait a minute, wait a minute, wait a minute. I know that the prison sentence didn't get 

reduced. Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know that the custody battle is looking real crazy right now. Wait a minute, 

wait a minute. I know your kid's acting crazy. Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know you found drugs on their best day. 

Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know you found drugs that you were, wait a minute, wait a minute. I know that 

you're dealing with some stuff too and you can't even talk to them about it because you're dealing with your own 

stuff. Wait a minute, wait a minute. I know you're drinking a little too much. It's not social anymore. Wait a minute, 

wait a minute.  

• I know he's turning out the voices. You believe it, that you're more than conqueror. But he said something. He said 

something. And while everything in your senses is telling you you're going under, I want to remind you he said 

something. And maybe Andrew pulled out his notebook. And maybe he wrote it down word for word. Where he said 

in verse 35, right before he went to sleep. No, I got it right here. I got it right here. Shut up, Peter. I know you're 

rolling. I know you're doing everything. You can't just shut up for a minute.   

• He said, verse 35, let us go over to the other side. So I know it feels like we're going under, but he says something. He 

said, let us go. So how can we go? If He said, let us go. He said something. High five everybody you can reach and say, 

He said something. He said something. He said, I'm going over. He said something about the other side. I wish 

somebody would push me today. He said, I'm going over. And I'm not going under. He said something. He said, let us 

go over to the other side. So what that means is we can't die from this water because we've got a word that is 

greater than the water.  

• And I came to remind somebody, you've got a word that can walk on water. So take your notes on the boat. And 

everything that God spoke to you, everything that God gave. I see these kids writing right now, writing as fast as they 

can. You know how happy that makes me that you're writing this down at age 17?  

• That you're writing this down at age 13? But don't just leave it in that notebook, baby. when it comes time to go back 

to school and you got to get back in the boat and everybody around you is telling you you can't live for God, you 



whip out your notes and say, Jesus is with me in this boat. Jesus is with me in this hallway. Jesus is with me. All right. 

He said, we're going over. Somebody shout over. Over. Over, over, I can't get over.  

• He said, we're going over to the other side. That means we cannot die in what we're going through because there 

is somewhere and there is something and there is somebody on the other side of this that needs me to get 

through it. But that is not my message today. I wanted to tell you not only to take your notes on the boat, meaning 

to take what God taught you into your next challenge. I wanted to tell you to take your notes on the boat.  

• As the write that down. And I'm asking what that meant later, because it sounds like the same thing you just said 

twice. You just said, take your notes on the boat.   That's right. Because there's something God's trying to teach you 

in a storm that he couldn't teach you on the shore.  

• So it's good that you took notes on the shore. That's wonderful. But what does God want you to learn from this 

storm? What does God want you to see that he couldn't show you on the shore? What does God want to give you 

that he could not give you when you had your hands full? But now that they're empty, he can fill them. What does 

God want to do in this season?  

• You know, it's an amazing thing about Jesus. When he taught, he taught as one who had authority and not as one of 

their teachers of the law. It was as if his listeners would hear him teach and say, I know that voice. I don't even know 

much about this Jesus yet. But something inside me comes alive when he speaks. And when he speaks, it doesn't just 

sound like words. It sounds like life. It sounds like eternity. It sounds like truth. I know that voice. And when he spoke 

to his students, they called him teacher, rabbi.  

• And so he took them out on the boat. And they thought class was dismissed. And they put their notebooks on. But 

then God gave them a gift called the wind. Write this down. The wind is a gift. going to destroy you, that wind is 

God's whiteboard. That's where he starts teaching you the greatest lessons. That's where he starts to show you what 

he can really do. See, to apply the word against the wind is how faith is growing.  

• Faith doesn't grow when you take notes. Faith grows when you take those notes and apply them against the wind. 

Faith grows when you feel anxious and say, nah, I'm still not going to get drunk. Faith comes when you feel 

freaked out and you go, nah, I'm still not going to cuss them out. Faith comes when they cut you off in traffic. And 

you go to do this, but then something in you just pulls it back down. And that wind starts blowing. And that wind 

feels like it's against you. But that's for you.  

• See, God sent you that bad driver because you were praying for self-control. So God gave you something that was 

out of your control. God gave you a sassy kid so that you can learn how to have grace. God gave you a difficult 

relationship so that you can learn how to forgive like he forgave you. The wind is a gift. And the teacher is still 

teaching. And there are some things that he can say through a storm that he can't stay on the shore. So he sends you 

into the boat and he says, I want you to watch this. Now, the disciples said to Jesus. Are you able to handle just one 

more thing today? Can I give you just one more thing today? Just one more thing today. I just want to show you one 

more thing. They said to him, teacher, don't you care? Put the verse up. Teacher, don't you care that we're about to 

drown? See, they must have Jesus confused with Jonah. Jonah was the preacher who slept on the boat because he 

didn't care. Jesus was the preacher who slept on the boat because he was in control. And he knew, and he knows 

concerning your situation, I can speak at any time and stuff it.  

• I can speak at any time and make the wind lay down. I can say hush and the wind will sit in my feet like a busted 

terrier. if we drown. And then verse 38 is very powerful because he got up, slid in his stern, and rebuked the wind 

and said to the waves, quiet, you missed it. I'll run it back. Verse 38, take notes everybody, take notes. Tell your 

neighbor, take notes. This is powerful. Verse 38, the disciples said to the teacher, verse 39, the teacher didn't talk 

back to the disciples. He spoke to the stormed. So if you feel like God's not speaking to you, He might be speaking to 

the storm instead. I need you to give a shout of praise to the speaking God. The Word made flesh. He spoke to the 

storm instead.  

• I got a friend who told me something funny, y'all. My friend said, I learned something very interesting about my dad 

the other day. I said, what's that? He said, my dad is fluent in Spanish. I said, really? Is he from Mexico? Is he from 



the Dominican? Where's your dad from? He said, no, no. My dad has never spoken Spanish. In my entire life. And the 

other day. We were at a family dinner. And my dad picked up a phone call. And I've known him since as long as I've 

been alive. And I've never heard him say gracias. I've never heard him say de nada. I've never heard him say. Even so 

much as. Como esta. And he picked up a phone call. And he started speaking perfectly fluent Spanish. To somebody 

on the other end of the line. He just started speaking Spanish. And I looked at my wife and I said, this man speaks 

Spanish. I looked at my wife, I've known him my whole life, but I never heard him speak that language and he's fluent 

in something that I've never even heard him speak. And I pointed at my dad and I looked at my wife and said, this 

man speaks Spanish.  

• I imagine around about verse 39, Peter looked at John and pointed to Jesus and said, this man speaks story. That's 

what he cried. Speak kingdom. But I never knew he could speak story.  I find somebody saying, my God speaks 

storm. Yeah. Jesus speaks storm. Jesus speaks storm. Jesus speaks fear. Jesus can tell fear, quiet, be still. Jesus 

speaks depression. Jesus can tell depression, let that young lady go. Jesus speaks suicide. He can tell a young 

person, you've got to live and not die. Jesus speaks. I never would have known he spoke storm if he didn't send 

me into a storm. So what does he want to show you in the storm that he couldn't show you on the shore? That's 

what you need to be asking right now.  

• And take your notes on the boat. Because maybe if the wind calmed down, we'd reach this place. I sure do. He said, 

he said, he said, he said, let's go to the other side. Oh, he said other side? We're good. He said over to the other side. 

He said there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Because through Christ Jesus the 

law of the spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. Oh I'm good. He said if I confess my sins he'll be 

faithful and just to forgive me my sins and cleanse me from all unrighteousness. He said that. To the other side. Jesus 

doesn't talk about destinations. He doesn't deliver you to. He didn't leave the boat. He just went into the stern. The 

deep part. The deep part. You don't let the word go deep enough. You keep waiting for an explanation. What if he 

wants to give you a demonstration instead? Some things we're not going to understand. But he didn't turn to the 

disciples.  

• Now the reason I let you go through this storm. The reason I let them leave you. And the reason you're going 

through this pain. And the reason. No, no, no, no, no. He's not going to talk to you about this. He's going to talk to 

the storm. When Jesus spoke to his disciples, they heard him. But you know what's an interesting thing? When we go 

through storms, when we get on the boat and we find the feet of Jesus, when he spoke to the students, they called 

him teacher. When he spoke to the storm, they called him Lord. That's what he's trying to show you in this season of 

your life. That he's Lord. Even of the storm. So, Peter picks up his notebook. After they make it to the other side. And 

oh, by the way. When they got to the other side. In Mark chapter 5, verse 1. You know how you can know that 

they're not going to die in Mark 4? Because there's a Mark 5 in your Bible. Okay.  

• You ever be watching a new show and in the first episode it looks like the main character is going to die? They're not 

going to die. They're on the preview for season six. Jesus is on the preview for Resurrection Sunday. So you're not 

going to stay down. And you're not going to drown. And you're not going to die. And you are going to make it 

because he's on the boat. Take your notes on the boat.  

• Watch what Jesus does when, verse 1, March chapter 5, when he. When they got across the lake to the region of the 

Gerasenes, next verse, please, he got out of the boat, and a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet 

him. This man was so possessed and so infested with demon influence that nothing could hold him down, not even 

chains, and he lived among the tombs. And when he saw Jesus coming out of the boat, Jesus said, come out of him. 

And guess what? Just like the disciples, just like the wind, The demons knew that voice. And they came out of the 

man. And now I realize why Jesus was sleeping on the bunk.  

• Because he had an assignment on the other side.  

• So you let God handle the part that you can't handle. And somewhere in your notes, Peter, crossed out that part - 

Peter wrote down, today's day. What's today's date? August 2nd, 2026. Sea of Galilee. On the shore. And then he 

wrote the name of the speaker. You know how you do when you take notes. You put the topic, the kingdom of 



God, the date, and the speaker. And maybe outside speaker, he put the teacher.  After he saw how that storm 

bowed down to Jesus' feet. I got to think he picked up his elevation pen. and crossed out, teacher. And he wrote, 

Lord. Because when I heard what he said on the shore, he called him teacher. When I saw what he did in the storm 

- when sorrows of the sea roll - He told me to say it is well it is well with my soul.   

 


